THE BEST PRESERVED BUSES AROUND 



Plus all the latest 
news and regular 
features galore! 




SEE IT AT A RALLY NEAR YOU! 


771462 


188179 


Vol 21 No 8 JANUARY 2019 


£4.75 

















































































JONES OF ABERBEEG 


another route, this time 
between Abertillery and 
Aberbeeg using the road on 
the west side of the valley. 
Further Bus routes came as 
the business expanded, and 
in 1924 the Abertillery to 
Aberbeeg route extended to 
the Victoria Arms in Cwm. 

Expansion continued and 
when Mr T.W.W. Jones died 
in January 1929. Mrs Emily 
Jones with her sons took over 
the operation, henceforth 
trading as Jones Omnibus 
Services. In March 1935, Jones 
successfully applied to extend 
its Cwm service to Ebbw Vale 
via private roads of the now 
expanded Steel Works. 

Like many companies, Jones 


In 1921 T.W.W. Jones, an 
Aberbeeg collier set up a local 
bus company and encouraged 
four of his sons to leave their 
jobs and join him in this 
venture which he believed 
would offer them a better 
future than coal. 

The first route operated 
was between the Cwm Hotel 
and the Walpole Hotel 
Llanhilleth. At this time the 
vehicles were maintained at 
Aberbeeg and parked at Warm 
Turn on the old coal tip, which 
would become the main site 
depot for the remaining years 
of the company. 

It wasn’t long before 
competition forced rival 
T. Webb Jones to move to 
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had vehicles requisitioned 
by the Ministry of Transport 
during the war period. 

In May 1947 Jones was 
granted the route between 
Ebbw Vale and Newport, via 
Llanhilleth and Pontypool. 
This heralded a rapid build-up 
of fleet strength to more than 
treble that which had been 
throughout the war. 

Tragedy hit the company on 
12 March 1950, when three 
of the directors, brothers Ivor, 
William and Brynley Jones, 
were killed in an aeroplane 
accident, whilst returning 
from a Rugby International in 
Ireland. With this huge loss to 
the company Ron Jones was 


appointed managing director 
and the three widows received 
their late husbands’ shares. 
The company continued to 
expand under the directorship 
of Ron Jones, especially in the 
private hire areas. 

During April 1969, after a 
history of family unrest, the 
decision to offer the company 
to National Bus Company 
was made. Along with its 43 
vehicles, and some 50 services. 
For a time Jones continued 
to use a blue livery, similar 
to that of Midland General, 
rather than poppy red or leaf 
green. Here we bring you a 
small sample of this great 
Welsh operator. 



NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

NEW LIFE FOR SALFORD PD2 10 

Salford PD2s are a popular preservation choice with one recently 
changing hands. 

ON THE ROAD 14 

This month’s round up examines several older vehicles extending their 
working lives in foreign climes and the UK. DAVID JUKES presents. 

DELAINE REUNION 18 

Two contrasting vehicles are the only preserved former Delaine of 
Bourne vehicles to have seen service with another operator. NICK LARKIN 
finds them back home. 

MIDLAND RED TWINS REUNITED! 22 

Well non-identical twins! The Leicester Transport Heritage Trust’s 
TREVOR FOLLOWS takes up the story . .. 

RETURN JOURNEY: THE S23 IN SERVICE 26 

The BMMO S23 was to be found throughout the vast Midland Red area, 
with some passing to West Midlands PTE in 1973 as a result of the transfer 
of Midland Red services within its area. Here’s a selection ... 

DIVERTED DORCHESTER 28 

SIMON GILL reports on the restoration of former South Yorkshire’s 
Transport 76 (B674 GWj); one of the few surviving Dennis Dorchesters. 

DOUBLE TOP 34 

The 3238 Preservation Group owns two restored Dennis Darts that 
regularly attend bus events across London and the south-east. 

DAVID JUKES reports.. 

RETURN JOURNEY: LONDON’S DTs 45 

We look at London Buses’ first Dennis Darts in the capital and with 
subsequent operators elsewhere in the UK. 

PART OF THE FAMILY 48 

Three generations of one family have been involved with JUB 29, an 
Eastern Counties-bodied Leyland Titan TDI, as ASHLEY BLACKMAN 
discovers. 

RETURN JOURNEY: WEST YORKSHIRE 52 

We look back at West Yorkshire across three eras — BTC, THC and NBC. 

AFTER FAMOUS: OK YOU GUYS 56 

Fewer Guys found their way into the non-PSV world than other makes. 

Here is quite literally what we have... 

THE MODEL PAGE 60 

NIGEL APPLEFORD studies Creative Master Northcord’s Plaxton 
Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart MPD bus models. 

OFF ROUTE 64 

NICK LARKIN is truly shocked by one of the most unusual bus workings 
in London of recent times and pays tribute to South Shields. 

BUSMART 67/1 

B&CP's comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


MAIN PICTURE: The traditional blue and white livery of Jones of 
Aberbeeg is proudly worn by Ebbw Vale bound Willowbrook- 
bodied Leyland Tiger Cub 1955 68 (NWO 536). 

UPPER: The Willowbrook-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub remained 
popular with South Wales independents throughout the 1960s 
and Jones was no exception. Here at Aberbeeg depot numbered 
U2I67 (KWO 205E) in the National Welsh fleet, this bus new in 
1967 as Jones No 14. 

LOWER: Delivered following the sale to NBC as No 57 
(XWO 454J), 1971 Bristol RELL6G is seen at Aberbeeg 
renumbered R357I in the National Welsh series. 


Cover: A new life for a Leyland! Salford PD2/40 179 (WRJ 179) 
has a new owner and a new way of life. Read the full story on 
page 10. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


‘Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


BUS COLLECTION 
JY-11 STEYR 380 1955 
JY-14 LEYLAND RTW 1959 
JY-24IKARUS 311 1959 
JY-25 VOLVO B375 1957 
JY-26 MERCEDES BENZ LOP 3500 1935 
JY-31 OPEL BLITZ 1954 
JY-32 JEICZ 043 1959 
JY-36 MERCEDES BENZ O 3500 1949 
JY-38 SCHOOL BUS GMC B SERIES 1979 
JY-40 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN I11964 
JY-41 VETRA VBRH TROLLEYBUS 1948 
JY-04 SAURER L4C 1959 
JY-18 FIAT 306/3 INTERURBANO 1972 
JY-22 REO SPEEDWAGON 1946 
JY-17IKARUS 66-1955 
JY-35 RENAULT S45 R4210—1953 
JY-34 KASSBOHRER SETRA S8—1951 
IKARUS COLLECTION 
JZ-01 IKARUS 311 1960 
JZ-02 IKARUS 66 1955 
JZ-06 IKARUS 620 1959 
JZ-07 IKARUS 256 1977 
JZ-08 IKARUS 30 1951 

TRAMS & LOCOS 
HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-98 SERIES CC 41010 LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TW11904 
HQ-24 ELEKTRISK MOTORVAGN 1902 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 
PLUS TRAINS OF THE WORLD 
IN “Z” GAUGE SEE THE COMPLETE 
LIST ON OUR WEBSITE 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
JB-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
JB-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
JB-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
JB-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY 0/T 
JB-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
JB-11 DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
JB-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
JB-13 BLACKPOOL BALOON TRAM 
JB-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
JB-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
JB-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
JB-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
JB-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
JB-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
JB-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
JB-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
JB-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
JB-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
CLASSIC COACHES COLLECTION 

JE-01 WHITTLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
JE-02 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD VAL 
JE-03 RON DREW BEDFORD OB 
JE-04 KINGS FERRY VAN HOOL T9 
JE-05 KAESSBOHRER SETRA S8 
JE-08 IFA H6 B 

JE-10 ALLANDER TRAVEL BOVA FUTURA 

JE-11 EXCELSIOR PLAX. EXCALIBUR 

JE-12 YORK PULLMAN VAN HOOL 

JE-13 BORGWOOD BO 4000 

JE14 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 

JE-15 MERCEDES BENZ 03500 

JE-16 TRANS PEAK PLAX. PREMIERE 

JE-17 VAN HOOL 306 

JE-18 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN II 

JE-25 IKARUS 66 

JE-26 FLEISCHER S5 

FULL LIST AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

Including Trains of The World “Z Gauge” 

www.ywbc.co.uk 


RAPIDO MODELS DUE EARLY 2019 

DELUXE COMES WITH WORKING INTERIOR / HEAD & DESTINATION LIGHTS (Which 
Requires a 12v 500mA DC Power Supply) 

Birmingham City Transport Livery 

Standard Deluxe 

71000 Bus 2976 No Route JOJ 976 71500 

71001 Bus 3100 6 Sandon Road MOF 100 71501 

71002 Bus 3062 11 Outer Circle MOF 62 71502 

71003 Bus 2986 32 Gospel Lane JOJ 986 71503 

71004 Bus 3009 52 Beeches Estate MOF 9 71504 

71005 Bus 3000 56 Castle Bromwich LOG 300 71505 

71006 Bus 2958 63 Rubery JOJ 958 71506 

71007 Bus 2976 750 Wythall Bus Museum JOJ 976 71507 

West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive Livery 

71008 Bus 3037 5 Perry Common MOF 37 71508 

71009 Bus 2964 9 Quinton JOJ 964 71509 

71010 Bus 2995 15 Blakenall JOJ 995 71510 

71011 Undecorated Plain Model 

Stan(dar(d £39.99, Deluxe £49.99 

PRE-ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED AT TIME OF PREORDERING 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2019 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 


1:76 OXFORD MODELS AVAILABLE 


PD2-004 SAMUEL LEDGARD - LEYLAND TITAN (£18) 
PD2-005 EDINBURGH - LEYLAND TITAN (£18) 

IR6-001 TRANSLINK GOLDLINE - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 
IR6-003 KINGS FERRY - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 
IR6-004 GALLEON TRAVEL - SCANIA IRIZAR IR6 COACH (£20) 
COM-006 SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS - COMMER COMMANDO (£15) 
COM-007 SKYWAYS OF LONDON - COMMER COMMANDO (£15) 
COM-008CC COCA COLA - COMMER COMMANDO (£15) 
SB-001 RIBBLE - SARO BUS (£15) 

SB-002 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT - SARO BUS (£15) 

SB-003 GREEN LINE - SARO BUS (£15) 

BI-001 EAST KENT - BEADLE INTEGRAL (£15) 

PAN-007 RIBBLE - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) 

PAN-008 A TIMPSON & SON - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) 
WFA-006 BIRCH BROTHERS - AEC WEYMANN FANFARE (£15) 
WFA-007 NORTH WESTERN - AEC WEYMANN FANFARE (£15) 
LRT-008 STANDERWICK - LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER (£15) 
DR-005 RIBBLE - DUPLE RO ADM ASTER (£15) 

1:76 CORGI MODELS AVAILABLE 


40821A WILTS & DORSET - BRISTOL LODEKKA (38A Salisbury) (£30) 
40821B WILTS & DORSET - BRISTOL LODEKKA (38A Bournemouth (£30) 
46515A BRIGHTON & HOVE - GEMINI ECLIPSE (29 Tunbridge Wells) (£30) 
46515B BRIGHTON & HOVE - GEMINI WECLIST (21 Brighton Marina) (£30) 
46615A ARRIVA LONDON - NBFL (137 Streatham Hill) (£25) 

46615B ARRIVA LONDON - NBFL (137 Oxford Circus) (£25) 

46618A STAGECOACH LONDON - NBFL (8 Bow Church) (£30) 
46619A GO HEAD LONDON - NBFL (88 Camden Town) (£30) 

46619B GO AHEAD LONDON - NBFL (88 Clapham Common) (£30) 
89202GS BEST OF BRITISH BORISMASTER (£10) 

82418CC BEATLES Magical Mystery Tour - PLAXTON PANORAMA (£20) 


NEW ANNOUNCEMENT FROM CORGI DUE FEB 2019 

OM 46620 FUSILIERS 50 - WRIGHTBUS COMMEMORATIVE TWIN PACK 

OUR PRICE £38 rrp £ 49.99 


NORTHCORD 1:76 ENVIRO 400 MMC MODELS 
DUE LATE 2018 & DURING 2019 

6507A BLUESTAR (1641, HF66 CFM) 1 WINCHESTER 
6507B BLUEST AR (1641, HF66 CFM) 1 SOUTHAMPTON 
6508A NXWM (6843, SN66 WFM) XI COVENTRY 
6508B NXWM (6843, SN66 WFM) XI BIRMINGHAM 

6509 ABELLIO BUS (2600, YY67 GZW) 

6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO 

6511 STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) 

6512 SOUTHERN VECTIS (1660, HW67 AHY) 

6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE) 

6514 FIRST IN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) 

6515 METROLINE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) 

YWBC Prices - Northcord Models 
0061 Reading Buses & 6508A/B NXWM Platinum Special Price £40 
I 0062, 6507A/B, 6509, 6510, 6511, 6512, 6513, 6514 & 6515 £45 rrn £59.99 


NORTHCORD 

ADL Enviro400 MMC 

UK 6501 Go Ahead London 
UK 6502 NXWM 
Available In Stock 

UK 6503 & 6504 & 6506 
SOLD OUT 

UK 0061 Reading Buses 
UK 0062 Reading Greenline 
To Be Released 





RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 


Comment 

We would like to thank all our 
customers who have made 2018 
a very successful year for YWBC 
We are looking forward to 2019 
but with less Rally Dates as we 
are all getting less active and 
older. Feel free to use our Mail 
Order service which according 
to the comments we receive is 
one of the best around. 

Our number one priority is you 
the CUSTOMER 

Peter Turland, Secretary 


2019 

Feb 24th Swansea Bus Museum 

Mar 23/24th Manchester 
Transport Museum 

Apr 7th Brooklands Museum 

April 21/22nd Transport 
Museum Wythall 

May 5/6th Transport Museum 
Wythall 

May 26/27th Transport 
Museum Wythall 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 
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Your magazine needs YOU! 


We have had more Busmart success with 
the former Galleon Tours AEG Reliance 
and ex-Leicester City Transport Leyland 
Titan PD3 recently finding new homes. 
And a National Greenway - a new entry 
this month - changed hands shortly before 
our press deadline (we cannot claim credit 
for that sale...). 

These and other sales will leave Busmart 
looking very bare next month so if 
selling or wanting a vehicle, parts, books, 
magazines, models and other bus-related 
artefacts, please remember private readers’ 
lineage advertising is FREE. There are no 
selling or commission fees here! 

The geographical bases of the wider 
B&CP editorial team are such that we are 
physically unable to attend every event. 

We would like you to help us identify new 
restorations appearing at a rally or running 
day event near you. There is a good chance 
we already know but would rather be 
informed more than once than not at all. 

And vehicle owners, do please drop 
us a line if your restoration is nearing 
completion and you would like your pride 
and joy featured within these pages. It 
could be the cover story or centre spread! 
Or we can update readers about your 
long-term intricate restoration - we like to 
know what is happening. 


As 2018 draws to an end, it is an 
appropriate time to thank vehicle owners, 
operators and heritage organisations for 
their generous assistance throughout the 
past year. 

Philip, Sandra and the B&CP team wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year. 

2019 RALLY CALENDAR 

NOW is the time to send us details of 
your rallies, running days and other 
preservation-related events for inclusion 
in the 2019 Events Guide, published in 
the April issue which is available during 
the first week of March. Please can all 
organisers send Nigel Appleford their 
event dates and details at the earliest 
opportunity before 31 January 2019 (his 
contact details are shown opposite). Please 
clearly mark envelopes EVENTS when 
posting information. 

CHRISTMAS SUPPLEMENT 

You will find in this issue a Busmart 
Special pull-out with advertisements 
from us offering goods at reduced prices. 
These offers are intended to finish on 
10 Eebruary 2019, so make sure your 
orders are placed soon. 

DAVID JUKES 




A recent addition to the ranks of preserved buses is former Southampton Citybus 
No 324 (N324 ECR), a 1995 Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart. It was withdrawn as 
First Hampshire & Dorset 46324 in February 2018 after use on a private park & ride 
contract and sold to Dave York for preservation. The Dart is seen almost a decade 
ago in a snowy Portsmouth on 2 February 2009 operating a route 63 journey from 
Fareham to Havant. DAVID JUKES 
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Action-packed 2019 at Wythall 

The Transport Museum Wythall eagerly anticipates the return of three restored buses to the road in 2019. 1931 
Birmingham City Transport ABC Regent 486 leads the trio after extensive restoration and will be followed by West 
Bromwich lowheight Daimler Fleetline 101 and Wolverhampton Daimler Roadliner 719. 






3SV 


remain within the UK; 486 is the only 
provincial example with characteristic 
‘piano-front’ styling of its period. 

A date for its return to the road has not 
been confirmed, but is tantalisingly close. 

101 AT EASTER 

Another vehicle set to return in 2019 is 
West Bromwich Corporation 101 
(NEA lOlF), a 1968 lowheight MCW- 
bodied Daimler Fleetline. No 101 has 
spent most of its preserved life as a static 
exhibit, and will help kick off the season 
at the Museum’s Easter event on 21/22 
April - its popular Bristol Bus Owners’ 
Gathering to which Bristol cars are also 
welcomed. 


RETURN OF THE REGENT 

Former Birmingham City Transport 
486 (OV 4486), a 1931 Metro-Cammell- 
bodied AFC Regent which is Wythall’s 
jewel in the crown, is eagerly awaited 
by an expectant bus world. 486 has 
undergone a four-year nut and bolt 
restoration of the highest quality at Ian 
Barrett’s workshop costing over 
£600,000, funded by legacies, 
donations and Museum funds. 


The Regent’s importance has been 
recognised through the award of a 
£20,000 PRISM grant by the Arts Council 
to enable its interior to be finished in 
as near to original condition as possible. 
Just three of these early shorter-wheelbase 
Regent chassis are 
believed to 























WMPTE METROBUS 40 

Monday 27 May will be devoted to the 
40th anniversary of West Midlands 
Passenger Transport Executive’s first 
MCW Metrobus. Production models 
of this Birmingham-built bus went 
into service with the WMPTE in 1979 
following trials with prototype and pre- 
production vehicles. A wide selection 
of Metrobuses will be displayed and 
available for rides. 

50 YEARS OF WMPTE, A WEST 
MIDLANDS MILESTONE 

2019’s main event day on 6 October will 
celebrate 50 years since WMPTE took 
over the local corporation bus fleets in 
1969. The day will feature two Cummins 
V6-powered buses running side by 
side with the return of Wolverhampton 
Daimler Roadliner 719 alongside the 
giant Walsall Daimler 56. West Bromwich 
Daimlers 101 and 248 will run with 
several Birmingham City Transport and 


WMPTE buses in support. Coventry and 
much of Midland Red were not absorbed 
until 1974 but it is planned to represent 
both fleets on the day. 

The Transport Museum Wythall will be 
open to visitors on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Bank Holidays from 30 March to 


the end of October. Classic bus services 
are operated at 12.30, 13.30 and 15.30 on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays during local 
school holidays and half terms. All main 
event days feature bus rides and special 
timetables. Please see www.wythall.org.uk 
or contact enquiries@wythall.org.uk for 
more information. 


Devon General centenary event 


The Devon General Society has confirmed 
its bus rally and running day celebrating 
the Devon General Omnibus & Touring 
Company Ltd’s centenary will be held on 
Sunday 4 August 2019. The event will be 
held at Newton Abbot Racecourse from 
10.00 to 16.00. 


Invitations will be sent to owners of 
preserved Devon General, Grey Cars and 
Exeter City Transport vehicles. Enthusiast 
sales stands, and other preserved buses 
and coaches will be welcome; all enquiries 
should be sent to Roy Gould, the Society’s 
events officer, at roy.gould@hotmail.co.uk. 


Other events are planned for 2019 
which will soon be announced by the 
Society. Eor further information please 
see: www.devongeneral.org.uk, 

Twitter: @devongeneralsol and 
Eacebook: @devongeneralsociety. 
Picture: PAUL JENKINS 
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The last Mariner? 


KLF 13ID, a 1966 Ford R226 with 
modified Duple Mariner coach 
bodywork, has recently been advertised 
for sale on an internet auction site, writes 
JOHN WAKEFIELD. It was built as an 
outside broadcast commentary vehicle 
for ATV Network of London W1 and, 
fitted out for 15 commentators, used at 
the 1966 World Cup. 

The Ford passed to Birmingham-based 
Central Independent Television in January 
1982 on ATV s restructuring and was 


later acquired by the West of Scotland 
Amateur Radio Society of Glasgow. It 
appeared as a caravan in the late-1980s 
before use as a stock car transporter by 
Graham Leask Racing of Falkirk. 

Current owner William Toye (TR8 
Squadron) of Falkirk has used the 
vehicle, which is believed to be the sole- 
surviving Duple Mariner, as a classic 
race car transporter since September 
2008. 

Picture: WILLIAM TOYE 



RF511 saved 

Former London Transport RF5II 
(MXX 488), which featured in 
September’s News Page, is saved for 
preservation by Tim Barrington. The 
1953 Metro-Cammell-bodied AEC Regal 
IV is now safely under cover in the 
Home Counties thanks to the assistance 
of Chris Pearce. Tim is no stranger to 
former LT projects as he has previously 
rebuilt an RT and a Routemaster. 



VLF 6X moves on 

Plaxton Viewmaster-bodied Volvo B58-61 VLL 6X, which was 
new to Albatross of Brentford in August 1981, has recently 
changed hands. The Volvo was acquired by Sharpes of 
Nottingham in November 2018 for its heritage fleet. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKELIELD 



GDL 137 update 

As reported last month, GDL 137, a 1949 Duple Vista-bodied 
Bedford OB, has returned to the Isle of Wight. New owner 
Edward Day spent several weekends reattaching the axles to the 
chassis then replacing the body, which was removed for restoration. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD. Picture: EDWARD DAY 



flickr limits 

Flickr announced it will restrict 
free accounts to 1000 pictures, 
writes JOHN WAKEFIELD, 
thereby affecting the many bus 


enthusiasts using Flickr to store 
and display their images. The 
current limit is I Terabyte. 

Free members with more 
than 1,000 pictures or videos 
uploaded to Flickr have until 
Tuesday 8 January 2019 to 


upgrade to Pro or download 
content over the new limit. 
Members remaining over the 
limit after that date will no 
longer be able to upload new 
photos to Flickr. Free accounts 
still containing over 1,000 


pictures after 5 February 2019 
will have content deleted - 
starting from oldest to newest 
uploaded. The initial cost of a 
Pro account is currently £38.51 
($49.99) but this is expected to 
rise after the first year. 
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Vauxhall Heritage Centre to move 


It is announced Vauxhall Motors’ Griffin 
House headquarters and its Heritage 
Centre in Osbourne Road, Luton, will 
be sold for redevelopment after the 
company’s recent sale to the PSA Group. 
Employees will be relocated to Vauxhall’s 
van factory on Toddington Road and 
PSA’s Coventry site. 

The Vauxhall Heritage Centre houses 
a collection of cars and also includes 


1931 Bedford WHB TM 9347, originally 
operated by Woodham of Melchbourne, 
which will be retained by PSA and 
relocated within Luton. It is understood 
a purpose-built building is planned 
for construction in Stockwood Park, 
alongside the Discovery Centre, to house 
a new and more accessible Vauxhall 
Heritage Centre. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 



NBC50 cancelled 

Hampshire Bus Preservation has sadly 
announced the cancellation of its 
planned event on Sunday 26 May to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
National Bus Company’s formation. 

‘When we first thought of the event, 
life was very different for us and we had 
plenty of spare time to put a large event 
together,’ says Jason Rayner. ‘I now work 
in London, Heather is driving trains and 
Daniel is fully employed as Operations 
Manager for a local bus company while 
undertaking a University business 
course. 

‘Our event partner, Mark Turner of 
Southern Bus Events, has also recently 
moved abroad to take up a new role in 
the bus industry.’ 

Hampshire Bus Preservation is unable 
to plan and run such a large event, nor 
has it any plans to stage future events. 
But Jason will be pleased to see another 
group consider an NBC-themed event 
in 2019: ‘The date is in people’s minds,’ 
he considers, ‘and if others can organise 
it, then why not? It will be good to see 
something in the Midlands which may be 
more appealing to bus owners.’ 

Heather, Jason and Daniel will still 
attend events with their vehicles this 
year, but not in an official capacity, 
and thank owners and enthusiasts for 
supporting their past events. 


Acknowledgements 

Particular thanks to Tim Barrington, 
Denis Chick and the Transport Museum 
Wythall, Paul Jenkins and the Devon 
General Society, Jason Rayner and John 
Wakefield for their contributions to this 
month’s news pages. 

Please send your preservation news 
to Nigel Appleford (nigel.appleford@ 
btinternet.com) and the B&CP editorial 
office (busandcoachpreservation@gmail. 
com). Postal addresses are on page 5. 


Winchester RE running day 


Described by organisers Hampshire 
Bus Preservation as a low-key event, 
this Winchester-based running day 
on 4 November 2018 proved to be a 
very enjoyable and fitting end to the 


rally season. Four of the ten scheduled 
Bristol REs were unable to attend, 
which required a little rescheduling and 
substitution to ensure all journeys on the 
three routes were covered. 
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New life for 

SALFORD PD2 


Following a period as part of the Tameside Transport Collection Metro-Cammell-bodied Leyland 
PD2/40 179 (WRj 179) now has a new owner in the shape of Ian McKnight 



Ian is well-known on the rally scene with 
his travelling sales stands which features 
all manner of memorabilia particularly 
ticket machines and signs. For the last 
couple of years, Ian has been using former 
GM Northern Counties-bodied Dennis 
Dominator (H132 GVM). Its place has 
currently been taken by the Leyland, so 
keep your eyes peeled for the sparkling 
green PD2. 

During the 1960s Salford favoured 
the forward-entrance Leyland PD2/40 
taking a total of 83 between 1961 and 
1967 alongside a much smaller number of 
Daimler CVs and Leyland Atlanteans. Just 
four are preserved (see table opposite). 
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179 HISTORY 

Rescued from far-away Brighton, where it 
had been in use as a hospitality bus/cafe 
for a power boat racing team in 2004, No 
179 was restored to the pristine condition 
seen today by 2007. It was purchased by 
Ian McKnight in September this year. 

THREE MORE! 

No 243 was sold to Edwards of Llantwit 
Fadre for further service. At some point 
it would seem that No 243 was to be 
found at Bressingham Steam Collection, 
but some six or seven years ago it made 
several rally appearances in a yellow livery 
promoting Trotters Ethnic Tours! Where 
is it now? No 254 has been a long-term 
resident at the Manchester Museum 
of Transport, whilst No 281, having 
spent some years at the Bury Transport 
Museum, has migrated south to join the 
large collection of Leylands in the care of 
preservationist Chris Pearce. 

Opposite, top: Demonstrating the virtues 
of simplicity, Salford Metro-Cammell- 
bodied Leyland PD2/40 passes the Great 
Central Warehouse in Birkenhead docks. 
Its plain and simple livery sits well on 
the workmanlike Metro-Cammell Orion 
bodywork. PHILIP LAMB 

Opposite, bottom: The PD2/40 in service. In 
Manchester city centre we see the former 
266 (FRJ 281E) running in SELNEC days 
as its 3112. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Top left: Although Salford placed 83 of 
these buses in service, others including 
Brighton took delivery of similar buses. 

PHILIP LAMB 

Top right: Salford 281 (FRJ 28IE) is seen at 
the 2017 Southsea Spectacular. 

DAVID JUKES 

Inset: The Orion interior complete with 
‘shimmering’ dome! PHILIP LAMB 

Bottom: The fleet number encircled by the 
fleet name was a Salford ‘trademark’. 

PHILIP LAMB 



SALFORD PD2s 


New 

Fleet Nos 

Registration 

Preserved 

Last known owner 

1963 

151-88 

WRJ 151-88 

179 (WRJ 179) 

Ian McKnight 

1964 

191-205 

ARJ I9I-205B 



1966 

233-57 

FRJ 233-57D 

243/54 (FRU 243/54D) 

Trotters Ethnic Tours, Manchester Museum of Transport 

1967 

258-82 

JRJ 258-82E 

281 (JRJ28IE) 

Chris Pearce 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 


BUSFLIX SERIES 


BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 1 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 

BF 172 North Lincolnshire 

£10.00 

BF 171 Barnsley, Wakefield and Dewsbury 

£10.00 

BF 170 Cambridgeshire 

£10.00 

BF 169 Dundee, Perth, Glenrothes & Kirkcaldy. 

£12.00 

BF 168 Inverness, Elgin & Aberdeen 

£10.00 

BF 167 Greater Manchester August 2017 

£12.00 

BF 166 Kent June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 165 South Wales Valleys June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 164 Edinburgh & The Borders 

£10.00 

BF 163 Wiltshire May 2017 

£10.00 

BF 162 Leicestershire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 161 Oxfordshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 160 North Hampshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 159 North & East London April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 158 South Durham & Teesside March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 157 Doncaster March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 156 West Sussex February 2017 

£8.00 

BF 155 Rotherham February 2017 

£10.00 

BF 154 Cheshire January 2017 

£10.00 

BF 153 Yorkshire East November 2016 

£12.00 

BF 152 Berkshire November 2016 

£10.00 

BF151 Buckinghamshire 2016 

£10.00 


1 LOOKING BACK AT BUSES 


1 LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996—2005 

£10.00 1 

LB 116 Isle of Wight 1996 

£10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part 2 2001/2 

£10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Part 1 1996—2000 

£10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 - 2005 

£10.00 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 

£10.00 

LB 111 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 1 

£10.00 

LB 110 Oxford 2003 / 2006 63 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 109 Oxford 1996/7 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 108 West Midlands 97 & 01 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 107 The Black Country 1997 60 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 106 Birmingham & Coventry ‘96 

£12.00 

LB 105 Cambridge & Northampton 1995-6 

£12.00 

LB 104 Gt Yarmouth, Cromer & Norwich ‘03 

£10.00 

LB 103 Lowestoft, Ipswich & Southend ‘96 

£10.00 

LB 102 Norwich & Gt Yarmouth ‘96 

£12.00 

LB 101 Peterborough 1996 

£10.00 

LB 100 Colchester & Chelmsford 96 & 02 

£12.00 

LB 099 Brighton Pt2 95-98 

£10.00 

LB 098 Brighton Pti 94-99 

£10.00 

LB 097 Eastbourne & Worthing 94-97 

£10.00 


PUBLICATIONS 




Book 

Download 

Northern General Group 1 950— 1 986 

£9.75 

£6.50 

Focusing on the Bristol VR 

£9.75 

£6.50 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & GO’S part 1 

£6.00 

£3.50 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & GO’S part 2 

£6.00 

£3.50 

North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 

£9.00 

£6.00 


ALL BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE AS DOWNLOADS AT REDUCED PRICES !! 


NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's 


41 Colour and (Mack & whirr 
picturm nrvrt %rcn b«forr 


NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's Part 2 




NOR'TH EIAST MUNICIPAL BUSES 


NORTHERN GENERAL GROUP 






















Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody eise 



ZENiTH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 
•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 




you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating artides and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the stoiy 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


Classic Bu5 


specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 

or by post from -C 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 
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DECEMBER-ISSUE 

OUT NOW 


EURO BUS EXPO 



Available from WHSmitll anri nthor 
leading newsagents, or online at ^ 

www.keypublishlng.com/shop AQ 
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This month’s round up looks 
at several older vehicles 
extending their working lives 
in foreign climes. Others 
remain in action within the 
UK. DAVID JUKES presents. 

lAMBASSATOURS 1 

The largest operational fleet of 
Routemaster buses is now that of 
Nova Scotia-based Ambassatours, 
mostly used on its seasonal sightseeing 
routes in Halifax. Seen in and around 
the province’s capital on 5 October 
2018 are (I) RML23I4 (42-491-D, 
originally CUV 3I4C) in a white- 
based livery advertising the Canadian 
Museum of Immigration; note its 
Canadian nearside entrance doors 
and replacement half-drop upper-deck 
front windows. The operator’s pink- 
based livery is carried by (2) RML2507 
(25-344-D, jjD 507D), complete with 
modified upper-deck front windows, 

(3) RM937 (I3-042-D, WLT 937) - 
which appears to remain in 
substantially original condition - and 

(4) RML2465 (30-927-D, jjD 465D). 
Overall advertising liveries are carried 
by (5) RML2336 (34-404-D, CUV 
336C), complete with red-painted 
front, and (6) RML2329 (PR 33920, 
CUV 329C) in this blue-based scheme 
for a local casino. (7) Contrasting 
tour liveries are carried by RML2677 
(PR34997, SMK 677F) and RML265I 
(35-9I9-D, NML 65IE) - the former 
supporting Children’s Wish and 

the latter, in common with other 
Ambassatours Routemasters, the 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation. 
Pictures: IAN MUIR 
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ITOUR POR SEVILLA | 

Seen in Seville on 8 September operating Sevirama’s Tour por Sevilla’ sightseeing tour were these 
former City of Nottingham East Lancs-bodied Leyland Atlanteans. All have operated in Spain 
since the early-2000s, being exported by Guide Friday and starting their Spanish careers in Cadiz 
and Madrid before heading to Seville. It is thought at least eight Atlanteans remain operational in 
Seville, all bar one former Nottingham examples (the exception is former London Country Roe¬ 
bodied JPE 233V). SE-4063-BU, new in 1974 as City of Nottingham 572 (OTO 572M) is passing San 
Telmo Palace, while SE-0032-BX (598 - GVO 7I8N), is passed by SE-4066-BU (591 - GRC 88IN) 
at Toree del Oro, the Seville Sightseeing tour’s starting point. Pictures: TOM GRAHAM 
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Among the many vehicles booked to work the 2018 Isle of Wight Bus Museum/CAMRA Beer, Buses & Walks weekend on 13 &I4 October and 
making its first appearance after repainting in National Bus Company leaf green and white livery is Derek Priddle’s ECW-bodied Bristol Lodekka 
LD6G OT4 (MDL 954), one of five such conversions undertaken by Southern Vectis in 1973-75 to replace Bristol Ks (although, as we know, K 
CDL 899 outlived the LDs in the fleet). The furthest travelled was former Southern Vectis Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol VRT/SL3 NDL 
656R which came from Lathalmond - a return distance of 1,192 miles. This bus spent seven years with Lowland after sale by Southern Vectis and 
is seen at a damp Ryde on 14 October. Former Southern Vectis ECW-bodied Bristol LHS6L 203 (KDL 203W) performed its first public duties 
during the weekend, following an extensive restoration by Ben Bartram, Leo Roberts and Nigel Harris over the last few years. It is seen at Cowes 
Pontoon towards the end of Sunday’s operations - driving through the arch requires some precision, a skill required by Southern Vectis drivers as 
it serves the Pontoon on a regular basis. Pictures: CHRIS STEWART 



ITEDDYTHESEASIDER ! ► 

Operating Skegness open-top 
route 3 on 28 September is 
Stagecoach East Midlands 17013 
(S8I3 BWC), a 1999 Alexander 
ALX400-bodied Dennis Trident 
new to Stagecoach East London as 
one of the Group’s first batch of 
low floor buses and more recently 
working for Stagecoach North 
West in open-top form. 

Picture: HUGH JONES 



January 2019 


17 



































Two highly contrasting vehicles are 
the only preserved former Delaine of 
Bourne vehicles to have seen service 
with another operator. NICK LARKIN 
finds them back home. 

A 1958 Yeates-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub 
and a 1996 East Lancs Flyte-bodied Volvo 
BlOM-55 are surely not vehicle types 
regularly mentioned in the same sentence. 

They are both single-deck buses new 
to Delaine of Bourne but separated by 
almost 40 years and hardly look the same; 
one with beautiful curved lines and the 
other, shall we say, possessing a more 
Brutalist appearance. Yet both are now 
unique - the Leyland, MTL 750, was the 
only Tiger Cub bodied by Yeates - and is 
to dual-purpose specification, while the 
Volvo, P2 OTL, is the sole survivor of just 
four buses built with its style of East Lancs 
bodywork. 

Delaine acquired two East Lancs Flyte- 
bodied Volvo BlOMs Pl/2 OTL which 
were the only examples of this bodywork 
fitted with EL2000 windscreens. The 
Flyte was a step-entrance development of 


the Opus2 which was fitted with a front 
end like the previous EL2000 design. 

Just two Opus2 bodies were built for 
Yorkshire Traction on American-built 
Spartan chassis registered N201 CKU and 
P202 KKY 

Both our subjects are preserved; MTL 
750 since 1982 and P2 OTL from 2018 - 
the Volvo recently saved by three members 
of the Eastern Bus Enthusiasts group and 
now kept in Cambridgeshire. 

MTL 750 has been seen at many 
events in the ownership of Leicestershire 
Museum of Technology yet amazingly 
its restoration has never been featured 
as a major magazine article. The Tiger 
Cub is currently back at Bourne on 
long term loan to the Delaine Heritage 
Trust. Delaine Buses’ managing director 
Anthony Delaine-Smith was delighted to 
learn P2 OTL had been saved and looked 
forward to seeing it again, nine years after 
it was sold. 

The Volvo’s new owners were happy 
to oblige, so what better opportunity to 
capture these two contrasting vehicles 
together? 


MTL 750 AND YEATES 

Leyland Tiger Cub PSUCl/2 MTL 750 
was collected from Loughborough- 
based bodybuilder Yeates in April 
1958 by Anthony Delaine-Smith’s late 
father Hugh. Delaine enjoyed a good 
relationship with Yeates, operating 
several vehicles with the manufacturer’s 
bodywork: Bedford SBs HTL 24 of 1954, 
KTL 518 (1956) and MCT 110 (1957). 

All had Yeates Riviera bodies to coach 
specification, whereas the Tiger Cub 
carried 43-seat dual purpose bodywork. 

The close relationship with Yeates 
continued with further vehicles including 
the only double-deck Yeates bodies 
(Leyland Titan PD3/ls OCT 566 and RCT 
3) and the final example - ACT lOlB, a 
Bedford SB5 with FE44 Fiesta body. 

WS Yeates was set up in Nottingham 
during 1929, moving to Loughborough in 
1932. The company was renowned for its 
relatively flamboyant, some say American- 
influenced, designs. Yeates ceased 
bodybuilding in 1963 and concentrated 
on vehicle sales and its excellent accident 
repair centre. Yeates was bought by Volvo 
in 1990, and its premises renamed as the 
Volvo Truck and Bus Centre some 18 
months later. 

Back to 1958, and the Tiger Cub proved 
a useful and economical member of the 
Delaine fleet as a regular performer on the 
Bourne to Stamford service. But in August 
1969, MTL 750 returned to Yeates in part- 
exchange for MTL 746G, a Willowbrook¬ 
bodied Bedford VAM service bus. It passed 






























to Vagg of Knockin Heath, Shropshire, by 
which it was withdrawn around 1974. 

‘Like several operators, Vagg had 
a habit of leaving withdrawn vehicles 
down the yard where they tended to rot 
away,’ Anthony observes. ‘But one day 
in 1982 Dad received a phone call from 
East Anglian bus photographer and 
author Geoff Mills advising Vagg’s was 
in administration, and the Tiger Cub was 
going for scrap unless a buyer could be 
found. The following day I identified the 
receiver, made contact and paid £230 for 
the bus.’ 

A few days later, Anthony and his 
brother Kevin were dispatched to collect 
MTL 750 with a driver and wrecker from 
Raymond Mays’ garage, by then a Ford 
dealership, which stood opposite the depot. 

‘We had already preserved Yeates- 
bodied Leyland PD3 RCT 3 and the 
original intention was to eventually restore 
the Tiger Cub.’ 

THE RESTORATION 

The Leicestershire Museum of 
Technology, established at Leicester’s 
former Abbey Pumping Station in 1972, 
was then looking for a Yeates-bodied 
vehicle for its collection, which already 
included a product of Willowbrook, 
another Leicestershire-based 
coachbuilder, in the form of Leicester City 
Transport Leyland PD3 TBC 164. 

‘Delaine offered MTL 750 for 
restoration so the museum’s curator, Rob 
Bracegirdle, and I went to see it,’ says 
Clive Stevens, who spent some eight years 
working on the Tiger Cub. ‘Rob asked if 
I could restore the vehicle and I said it 
could be done, although I knew it would 
be a massive project.’ 

Clive started work at Yeates in 1953, 
becoming a coach finisher among other 
duties: ‘I don’t recall working on the 
Tiger Cub, but I do remember the two 
Delaine double-deckers,’ he recalls. ‘We 

Top: A brand new MTL 750 at Yeates. 

Upper left: MTL 750 at Stamford during its 
Delaine service. 

Upper right: In later service with Vagg of 
Knockin Heath. 

Lower: MTL 750 back at Bourne after 
rescue and awaiting restoration. 

Bottom left and right: The Yeates body 
was removed from the Tiger Cub 
chassis and required a major rebuild. 

All: DELAINE HERITAGE TRUST 


usually turned out one vehicle a week. It 
was a small company employing around 
60 people and there was a very good 
atmosphere; I particularly liked the 
Riviera.’ 

Clive next worked for Willowbrook 
after being made redundant by Yeates: 

‘I was making five parcel racks a week, 
which was boring though the money was 


good.’ He later took his PSV test and 
worked for Howlett’s of Quorn before 
returning to Willowbrook’s service 
department then finally taking a full-time 
job at the museum. 

The first job on the Tiger Cub was 
removing the seats: ‘The bus was parked 
outside and there was a thunderstorm,’ 
Clive recalls. ‘We thought someone had 
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been living in it given the state of the 
interior. 

1 was working on the bus and removing 
one of the side mouldings when the whole 
side fell off - the moulding had obviously 
been keeping it together!’ 

SECTION BY SECTION 

The Yeates body was removed from 
the chassis using a five-ton jack and old 
railway sleepers. Four of the six cross 
bearers attaching body and chassis were 
corroded and had to be replaced. The 
chassis was also treated to the sharp end 
of a needle gun, before being rustproofed 
and finished in Leyland duck-egg blue. 

Upper left: Period dual-purpose luxury in 
the Tiger Cub’s Yeates bodywork. 

Lower left: Just the basics and a 
comfortable driver’s seat in the Tiger 
Cub’s cab. 

Centre: Delaine managing director 
Anthony Delaine-Smith (right) with 
Volvo owners Stephen Longmire 
(left), Scotty Gibson and Nathan 
Merryweather. 

Upper right: The neatly-appointed interior 
of P2 OTL’s East Lancs bodywork 
features 3+2 seating in its rear seven rows 
of gangway seating. Note the different 
width of double seats on the offside. 

Lower right: The Volvo driver enjoys 
comprehensive instrumentation. 

All: NICK LARKIN 



Luckily, and despite the 
aforementioned collapse, the body’s main 
pillars were in reasonable condition, but 
the same could not be said for the timber 
front ones: These were each originally 
one length of ash from top to bottom 
but were now in pieces. The bus must 
have been involved in quite a few shunts,’ 
considers Clive. 

VBT 191, a 1958 AEG Reliance with 
almost identical Yeates bodywork, was 
inspected in Scotland and patterns 
made to assist MTL 750’s restoration. 

An aluminium front panel for the Tiger 
Cub was commissioned and the rear 
framework also rebuilt. 

The longitudinal framework was braced 
for extra strength and the body panels 
renewed: The decorative side mouldings 
were made by German firm Happich and 
replacements were found, states Clive. 
Amazingly the correct end pieces were 
discovered in a box at Yeates.’ 

The windows and frames were replaced 
as required and the body repainted by 
Yeates, which had by then moved to 
new premises in Loughborough. Inside, 
the seat top rails were re-chromed, the 
framework stove enamelled, and the 
upholstery renewed with moquette by Birr 
Fabrics of Ireland. The tongue and groove 
flooring was in good order although new 
lino had to be laid. 


Far left: P2 OTL undergoing its tilt test at 
Walter Alexander despite being an East 
Lancs-bodied bus! DELAINE HERITAGE 
TRUST 

Left: P2 OTL at Peterborough Bus Station 
while part of the Delaine fleet. 

NICK LARKIN 

The mechanicals and electrics were 
worked through and the bus was finally 
ready for the 1992 Brighton Rally: ‘We 
won four prizes and were delighted,’ 
enthuses Clive. ‘We monitored the fuel on 
the return and discovered we were getting 
around 19mpg.’ 

The engine shed a piston a few years 
after restoration and a replacement unit 
was sourced from Purple Motors of 
Bethesda, since when the Tiger Cub has 
been almost continuously roadworthy. 

P2 OTL 

East Lancs Flyte-bodied Volvo BlOBs Pl/2 
OTL were delivered to Delaine in October 
1996: ‘We decided to order East Lancs 
bodywork after it had bodied three Volvo 
Olympians and rebodied former London 
Country Leyland Tiger YPD 125Y for 
us,’ recalls Anthony Delaine-Smith. ‘East 
Lancs had to modify the body so it could 
be fitted to the Volvo chassis. A tilt test 
was required, as this was a new body type, 
for which P2 OTL was driven from East 
Lancs to Alexander at Falkirk.’ 

Once in Bourne, both buses settled 
down on the 102 Deeping Flyer and the 
202 Bourne to Stamford routes. ‘They 
were excellent vehicles and served us well,’ 
states Anthony. ‘Both buses had their 
seating capacity reduced from 62 to 59 to 
qualify for lower excise duty rates - this 
being achieved by removing a row of seats.’ 

There is little else to report about P2 
OTL’s distinguished if unremarkable 
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P2 OTL at Bourne Market Place about to be passed by 
Delaine SF55 HHB, a low floor Wright Eclipse Urban-bodied 
Volvo B7RLE new to Whitelaw of Stonehouse. NICK LARKIN 


career with Delaine, but sister PI OTL 
made the headlines in April 2002 when 
stolen from the depot and later discovered 
in a field near Dorking in Surrey: 
Apparently two gentlemen stole a car in 
Skegness but ran out of fuel near Bourne, 
took the bus and intended to set up home 
in it. Both were traced through DNA on 
cigarette ends!’. Anthony recalls. 

Both buses were sold by Delaine after 
13 years’ service when step-free entrances 
were becoming the norm and two 2004 
Wright-bodied Volvo B7RLEs were 
acquired; BX04 CKV, new to Perryman’s 
of Berwick-on-Tweed, and SF54 JUO, 
originally with Whitelaw of Stonehouse. 

Pl/2 OTL were dispatched to an 
excellent new home, namely Quantock 
Motor Services of Taunton, run by classic 
bus restorer, preservationist and operator 
extraordinaire Steve Morris, and painted 
in a red version of Delaine’s legendary 
blue livery. 

The Volvo currently wears a red-based 
version of Delaine’s blue livery, with 
which it may be compared at Bourne bus 
station. NICK LARKIN 


T knew the Delaines and had previously 
bought A24 OVL, a Leyland Tiger with 
Duple Dominant bus bodywork, which 
had run until recently with the operator,’ 
recalls Steve, who set up Quantock 
Motor Services after selling his Rexquote 
business in 2003. ‘Both Volvos were in 
excellent condition and gave great reliable 
service.’ 

Steve went on to buy two more BlOBs 
from Delaine in 2010, 1997 Wright-bodied 
examples P87 SAP, new to Hopley of 
Truro, and former Sovereign PI 12 RGS. 

PI OTL met its end in the Somerset 
floods of 2012 when it was badly 
damaged, and floodwater was over the top 
of its engine. P2 OTL was sold, along with 
Quantock’s school services, to Berry’s 
Coaches of Norton Fitzwarren, near 
Taunton, in 2014 and was operated until 
its sale for preservation in 2018. 

Its new owners are Nathan 
Merryweather, Scottie Gibson and 
Stephen Longmire of Cambridgeshire- 
based Eastern Bus Enthusiasts (EBE) who 
drove the bus back from Somerset and 
took it for an MoT, which it passed. EBE 


members also owned PI 12 RGS which 
recently passed to a Hertfordshire-based 
owner for continued preservation. 

P2 OTL went down a storm at this 
year’s Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle 
Society Transport Spectacular and 
arrangements were made to take P2 
OTL back to Delaine, to recreate the 
Peterborough Bus Station to Bourne 
via Market Deeping service and reunite 
Anthony Delaine-Smith with the bus for 
the first time in nine years. 

He even took P2 OTL for a drive: Tt 
brought back memories and it’s good 
to see the bus is obviously in such good 
mechanical order. Well done to the lads 
for saving it! 

Tt’s also good to have the Tiger Cub 
back on loan. We were very pleased it was 
restored, and it has attended all our open 
days. 

T am very proud to be one of the six 
people who were responsible for the Tiger 
Cub’s survival and restoration with my late 
father, Hugh, brother Kevin, Geoff Mills 
and, from the museum, Rob Bracegirdle 
and Clive Stevens,’ he concludes. 
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Midland Red Twins 

REUNITED! 

Well non-identical twins! The Leicester Transport Heritage Trust's 
TREVOR FOLLOWS takes up the story... 


Late April 2018 saw the keenly anticipated 
reuniting of two former Midland Red 
saloons. Although looking very similar and 
despite entering service only four months 
apart, they are not identical twins as they 
belong to two different classes of vehicle. 
The reunion followed the completion 
of the engine rebuild to the Leicester 
Transport Heritage Trust’s (LTHT) 
BMMO S22 No 5905, enabling it to join 
BMMO S23 No 5919 which has recently 
been acquired by the Leicester S23 Group. 

HISTORY 

The Birmingham & Midland Motor 
Omnibus Co (BMMO), better known by 
its trading name: Midland Red had the 
distinction of building large quantities of 
vehicles to its own design starting with 
its original SOS model in 1923. Over the 
next 47 years the company’s fleet intake 
was largely met with many of the in-house 
models with advanced and innovate 
features and built at its own Central 
Works on Carlyle Road in Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. 


One of the features of many BMMO- 
built buses was chassisless construction 
and innovative bodywork methods. 
BMMO was one the pioneers in the use 
of fibreglass in order to save weight. The 
first production class to fully exploit such 
features was the single-deck S14, which 
weighed in at just above 5 tons, quite 
remarkable for a 30ft, 44-seat bus. The 
later 36ft 52-seat S16 and S17 classes 
weighed in at between 6 and 7 tons which 
was around 1.5 tons less than bus-bodied 
Leyland Leopards. The weight saving 
achieved resulted in an impressive fuel 
economy figure, with up to 15 miles per 
gallon on a long run. 

BMMO-built buses were intended to 
have only a modest 12-year service life 
so the need for new replacements was 
relentless with a gentle evolution in both 
mechanical and body building techniques. 
By the latter half of the 1960s, BMMO 
had launched a new family of saloons 
using the same body shell profile as 
the second generation motorway coach 
the CM6 class, with 6-bay bodies and 


re-profiled front and rear roof domes. 
These vehicles also had a single rear 
window eliminating the two rear windows 
and central glazed rear emergency door 
introduced with the ‘S6’ class in 1946. 
They, however, continued to use the tried 
and tested mechanicals of the underfloor 
BMMO 10.5 litre 6-cylinder diesel engine 
coupled to a four-speed semi-automatic 
gearbox. 

THES2I-S23 FAMILY 

The ‘family’ was split into three vehicle 
classes, the first 30 were classed as S21 
semi-coaches fitted with 49 distinctive blue 
high-backed seats with headrests, fixed 
windows and forced air ventilation. They 
also had a rear luggage boot. Fleet numbers 
were Nos 5849-78 (JHA 849-68E, LHA 
869-78F), the vehicles entering service in 
1967. Whilst the front windscreens were 
the same as the earlier S17s, they had a 
distinctive horizontal full-width chrome 
slatted front grille. To readily identify them 
as semi-coaches, the first 11 examples 
were delivered in the stylish livery of red 
with black roof, but from 5860 onwards 
the batch received a maroon roof which 
was part of a dual-purpose livery refresh 
introduced by the company at that time. 
The S21 class was intended for longer- 
distance stage-carriage work, but also to 
help out with coach and excursion work at 
weekends and holiday periods. 

The similar S22 class of 37 vehicles, 
numbered 5879-915 (MHA 879-903F, 
PHA504-15G) followed In 1968. These 
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were designated dual-purpose vehicles 
and were the first newly built for ‘one 
man operation. As part of the agreement 
with the trade union they were restricted 
to just 45 seats which meant generous 
legroom for each of the comfortable red 
Vynide ‘bucket’ seats even with the very 
large luggage compartment situated on 
the offside behind the driver. They, like 
the S21 class, also had a rear luggage boot, 
fixed windows and forced air ventilation. 
The new red and maroon livery was, 
however, now restricted to just coaches 
and these semi-coaches were all delivered 
in standard all over red fleet livery with 
some additional trim. Their front grilles 
were similar to those fitted to the BMMO 
D9. 

The final output from Midland Red’s 
Carlyle Works were a batch of 76 service 
buses with 5Tseats. Classified as the S23, 
they were allocated fleet numbers 5916- 
991 (RHA916-39G, UHA940-91H) and 
appeared from December 1968 onwards. 
They had the same body style as the S22 
but without the rear luggage boot or 
forced air ventilation. There were instead 
provided with three sliding window 
ventilators on the nearside and two on the 
offside. 

By 1968 the West Midlands car industry 
was expanding massively and with its 
higher wages they were easily able to 
recruit skilled staff away from Midland 
Red in very large numbers. The situation 
got so bad that Carlyle Works was only 
able to complete the bodywork for the first 
26 buses of the S23 batch. So No 5941 
became the last bus to be fully completed 
at Carlyle Works with the remaining 
balance of 50 buses having their bodywork 
panelling and finishing contracted out 
to Plaxton at Scarborough. They did, 
however, return to Carlyle works for final 
commissioning before entering service. 

Opposite: BMMO S22 5905 (PHA 505G) 
and S23 5919 (RHA 909G) are seen 
together near Market Bosworth, 
Leicestershire. 

Above: The freshly repaired Leicester 
Transport Heritage Trust’s S22 5905 was 
used as transport for an LTHT working 
party to work on the Trust’s recently 
acquired Midland Red D9 5314 currently 
housed in Northamptonshire. 

Right: LTHT’s S22 Undertaking a trip 
to Broadway during the Gloucester & 
Warwickshire Railway’s bus rally at 
Toddington. 


S22 5905 

This bus entered service in August 1968, 
allocated to Banbury garage. It was later 
reallocated to Nuneaton in December 
1971, where it spent the rest of its life, 
being withdrawn in June 1980. Unusually, 
for a BMMO built bus, it was sold on 
for further use rather than just going for 
scrap. Derbyshire Constabulary purchased 
it in September 1980 as a riot-control 
transport and training vehicle! It remained 
there for 18 months and upon disposal 
in April 1982 it was acquired by Brian 
Waldron of Bromsgrove. Brian sold it on 
in 1995 to be owned by a succession of a 
further four preservationists for the next 
19 years. In April 2014 it was purchased 
from Paul Hodgkins by LTHT who were 
keen to have a working representative of a 
Midland Red-built bus in its collection to 
represent Midland Red’s important East 
Midlands operating area. 

The full history and restoration 
background of the bus was detailed in 
B&CP, July 2014. Unfortunately, 5905 
developed an engine problem in August 
2015 which has required a complete engine 


rebuild to remedy the problem. BMMO 
engine spares are now very scarce so the 
LTHT are very grateful to Roger Burnett, 
who generously donated new pistons 
and to Jeremy Price from The Transport 
Museum, Wythall, who supplied two new 
cylinder liners, thus allowing the task to be 
completed by specialist bus restorer Andy 
Russon of CMS at Uttoxeter. 

During pre-MoT checks, Andy 
discovered that a previous repair of a 
crack in the chassis-like steel channel 
member near the rear off slide spring 
had opened up again and this has now 
been permanently repaired with the use 
of ‘flitch’ plates. This additional work 
meant that 5905 sadly just missed making 
an appearance at LTHT’s very successful 
‘Bus & Train Spectacular’ at the Great 
Central Railway’s Quorn & Woodhouse 
station in April 2018. 

The majority of the substantial repair 
cost for 5905 was raised by a successful 
crowd-funding campaign in tandem with 
donations from LTHT members and the 
Trust is very grateful to those who kindly 
contributed. 
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S23 5919 

No 5919 (RHA 919G) is a fine example 
of the BMMO’s final design, the S23 
saloon, and one of the first 26 built 
entirely at Carlyle Works. The bus has 
recently changed ownership and relocated 
to Leicestershire. It is in fact, the fourth 
example built and earliest surviving 
example of the 76 built and is one of seven 
survivors of the class (5919/41/56/63/77/81 
(plus 5969 which the LTHT acquired for 
spares), although only 5919 and Wythall’s 
5956 are currently roadworthy. 

No 5919 was new in December 1968 
starting its service life at Banbury, where 
it coincidentally worked alongside the 
LTHT s BMMO S22 5905. No. 5919 
moved on to Malvern in September 1971 
and upon Malvern’s closure, it made its final 


move to Wellington in October 1976. It was 
withdrawn from service in July 1980 as the 
last BMMO-built vehicle still running at 
Wellington, just short of its planned 12-year 
life. After spending around six months 
stored in Wellington’s yard it was purchased 
by the Worcester Bus Preservation Group 
(WBPG), which already owned BMMO S17 
saloon 5479. Initially the S23 was acquired 
for spares but as it was found to be still 
be in reasonable condition it was decided 
to keep it as a runner initially using it as a 
driver-trainer for the group. Eventually it 
was fully restored as a preserved bus in its 
own right and was used widely even visiting 
the Isle-of-Man twice in the 1980s. 

After a remarkable 28 years in 
preservation with the WBPG, the group 


Top: No 5919 stands on the frontage at 
Wigston, the last operational original 
Midland Red garage in Leicestershire. 
Wigston was opened in October 1957 
as an overflow to the two overcrowded 
Leicester garages at Sandacre Street 
and Southgate Street. Sadly both these 
have long since gone and replaced by a 
modern open garage at Thurmaston to 
the north of the city. Meanwhile Wigston 
garage’s future is uncertain as it is now 
surrounded by housing and a suitable 
alternative site is being sought by the 
current incumbent, Arriva Midlands. 

Centre left: No 59l9’s driving position. 
Notice the lack of instrumentation! 

Centre right: No 59l9’s interior showing 
its 51 Vynide seats. 

Below: Leicester’s St Margaret’s bus 
station bears no resemblance to that 
which Midland Red S23s last graced its 
environs. 

was wound up due mainly to its ageing 
and declining membership numbers and 
5919 was sold in December 2008 to Robin 
Woodcock. Robin was originally from the 
Birmingham area, but had subsequently 
relocated to Weymouth. Accordingly, 
the bus became Dorset-based for the 
next nine years. During that time near 
disaster struck, as in 2009, when the barn 
in which 5919 was stored was set on fire 
by arsonists. Fortunately Robin arrived 
just in time and braved the flames driving 
the bus out and saving it from certain 
destruction, burning his hands in the 
process. The bus was badly scorched but 
it was later repaired at Wythall and was 
repainted from NBC poppy red livery 
back into the Midland Red livery it carried 
when new and which it still retains. 

Robin, and his wife June, became 
good friends with many of the Leicester 
Birmingham & Midland Motor Omnibus 
Trust (BaMMOT) members during their 
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regular attendance in the late 1980s at the 
monthly Leicester social meetings when 
they brought along the BaMMOT sales 
stock. After their move to Dorset contact 
was lost but fortunately a chance meeting 
between Robin and the author at the 2014 
‘BUSES Festival’ at Gaydon reignited 
their friendship. Sadly, June had passed 
away a few years earlier and Robin also 
had some serious health issues to cope 
with. Trevor enquired about the status 
of 5919 and Robin revealed that he was 
reluctantly thinking of selling the bus. 

His abiding wish was that he wanted the 
bus to go to a good home and it became 
clear that after this initial chat he felt that 
5919 being sold on to the ‘Leicester Lads’ 
would achieve this objective. 

Sadly Robin passed away in June 
2017 and ownership of 5919 was quickly 
transferred to the ‘Leicester S23 Group’ in 
line with Robin’s wishes. The new owners 
are two LTHT members— Colin May, 
a former Midland Red Coalville-based 
driver and the author who is a lifelong 
Midland Red enthusiast who grew up 
close to BMMO’s South Wigston garage. 

No 5919 was moved to Leicestershire in 
early August 2017 and bearing in mind that 
it had been off the road for around two 


years, it performed very well apart from 
requiring a new set of batteries en route 
after its engine cut-out near Salisbury. The 
weather on the journey back was extremely 
wet but that actually helped to wash away 
the two years of dust that had gathered on 
the exterior of the bus! 

The bodywork has since received a deep 
clean and Colin has done much work 
internally to tidy it up including having 
the driving seat recovered. It was noticed 
that a suspension ‘knock’ had developed. 
This was diagnosed as worn front shock 
absorbers. Following much researching 
suitable replacements were found which 
were intended for an Army armoured 
personnel carrier! Colin again did the 
honours in fitting these along with giving 
the bus a long overdue full service. 

Some further welding work to rectify 
some corrosion near the rear wheels has 
recently been undertaken by our friends 
at Confidence Coaches of Wigston and 
more recently the bus blew its cylinder 
head gasket necessitating further work 
culminating in a new set of nozzles for the 
fuel injectors. This has restored the engine 
of this 50-year-old back to its former glory. 
No 5919 already proving to be a very 
popular attraction at various Trust events. 


Above left: No 5919 is seen at the 
Northampton Heritage event at Milton 
Malsor Northants in September 2018. 

Above: No 5919 delivers passengers to the 
Great Central station in Loughborough in 
October 2018 as part of a shuttle service 
linking with the BR station across the 
town. 

Below left: The S22 and S23 pose 
together at the recent Northampton 
Transport event in the Market Square, 
Northampton. 

Below: The Leicester Transport Heritage 
Trust has recently acquired D9 5314. 

REUNITED AGAIN 

It is an incredible coincidence that both 
5905 and 5919 were allocated to Midland 
Red’s Banbury garage from new and 
stayed working together for almost three 
years before going their separate ways 
and that both would fortunately survive 
into preservation, albeit, by very different 
circumstances. So their reunion in 2018 
was likely to be the first since they last 
worked together at Banbury in 1971 a 
mere 48 years later! 

Thanks to Colin and Angela May and 
Mike Greenwood in assisting in the 
preparation of this article. 
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THE 


The 6A1A10 S23 was to 
be found throughout the 
vast Midland Red area, 
with some passing to 
West Midlands PTE in 
1973 as a result of the 
transfer of Midland Red 
services within its area. 
Here’s a selection ... 


-r 




Top: In this Iate-I970s scene 
at Swadinlincote bus station, 
S23 5913 (RHA 923G) new 
in 1969 takes centre stage 
Withdrawn in 1980, it passed 
the following year to what is 
now The Transport Museum, 
Wythall for preservation. 
Used for a time as a Cafe, it 
is now thought to have been 
scrapped. Alongside is 5912 
(PHA5l2G),a 1968 S22 
whilst looking on from behind 
is the future —1977 Leyland 
National 651 (PUK65IR). 


BLUNTS 


S23 IN SERVICE 
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Above: No 5925 (RHA 925G) 
passed to West Midlands PTE 
in December 1973 along with 
the transfer of Midland Red 
services within the PTE area. 
Withdrawn in 1978, it passed 
to Rollinsons the following 
year for scrap. 
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Opposite page, bottom: 

Standing in Nuneaton bus 
station is 1969 5936 (RHA 
936G). Spending most of its 
career at Wellington, No 
5936 enjoyed a brief spell at 
Nuneaton before withdrawal 
in 1980. It was scrapped at 
Carlton by Sykes before the 
end of the year. 


This page, top: Also seen in 
Nuneaton bus station, 5961 
(UHA 961G) was another 
1969 delivery. Having spent 
its entire working life at 
Nuneaton, No 5961 passed to 
Meynell for scrap in 1980.. 

Centre No 5965 (UHA 965G) 
was allocated to Worcester 
for most of its career, apart 
from an 18-month spell at 
Stafford in 1979/80. Returning 
to Worcester it was 
withdrawn after a few months 
and scrapped at Wombwell 
Diesels. 

Bottom: Delivered in 1970, 

No 5984 (UHA 984G) was 
allocated to Bearwood, 
passing in December 1973 
to West Midlands PTE upon 
transfer of West Midlands 
services. Withdrawn in 1978, 
it passed to Booth for scrap. 
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SIMON GILL reports on the restoration of former South Yorkshire's 
Transport lb (B674 GWJ); one of the few surviving Dennis Dorchesters. 


The South Yorkshire Transport Museum 
(SYTM) has recently completed the 
restoration of a former South Yorkshire 
PTE (SYPTE) Dennis Dorchester with 
Plaxton Paramount 3200 body which is 
an important addition to the ranks of 
preserved coaches. 


DENNIS DORCHESTER 

Dennis displayed a premium underfloor 
mid-engine coach chassis at the 1982 
Motor Show aimed specifically at 
operators that had bought the Seddon 
Pennine 1 , which was by then no longer 
available, or required Gardner engines. 


It was to be named Lance but that was 
changed to Dorchester at the last minute. 

Power was provided by the then 
recently-introduced turbocharged 
Gardner 6HLXCT 10.45 litre engine; the 
Dorchester was the first application of 
this 230bhp unit. The new chassis offered 
performance and comfort with a front- 
mounted radiator, air suspension and a 
choice of fully automatic, semi-automatic 
or synchromesh gearboxes. 

Production began the following year 
but, surprisingly, just 67 chassis were 
built during a five-year production run; 
the bulk during the first three years. A 
contributory factor was an option for 
the same engine in the Leyland Tiger 

Many Plaxton Paramount coaches 
in the 1980s were delivered in this 
distinctive livery style. No 76 shows 
South Yorkshire’s Transport Coachline’s 
interpretation; a laser being used to 
ensure the angles of the yellow, red and 
brown stripes is just right. SIMON GILL 

Authentic sign writing was copied from 
SYT Coachline publicity material and 
enlarged by a local firm before making 
the correct style vinyls. SIMON GILL 
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The three Dennis Dorchesters were used for a Coachline publicity photo shoot at Chatsworth House on 15 January 1985 before 
entering service. No 76, with its original registration B976 DWG sits between Nos 75 and 77 on that occasion. MIKE GREENWOOD 


from late-1983 to attract orders from the 
Scottish Bus Group (SBG). 

Forty-four Dorchesters were bought 
by the SBG; 23 with Plaxton Paramount 
coachwork and 21 bodied by Alexander. 
Other operator orders saw the remainder 
bodied by Plaxton (ten), Duple - 
including one exported to South Africa 
(five), Wadham Stringer (four - as buses), 
Gaetano (two), Berkhof (one) and Reeve 
Burgess (one - as a bus). 

CITY FLYER DIVERSION 

Three municipal operators - Burnley 
& Pendle Joint Transport, Leicester 
City Transport and Maidstone Borough 
Transport - launched an ambitious 
‘City Flyer’ 100 express service between 
Blackpool to Dover on Thursday 26 
May 1983. The route served, amongst 
other places, Burnley, Halifax, Sheffield, 
Leicester, London and Maidstone. 

There were three main departures 
per day for which Burnley used Duple- 
bodied Leyland Leopards, Maidstone two 

Leicester CityBus exchanged its order 
for three extra Dennis Dorchesters with 
SYPTE for three Dennis Dominators 
with East Lancs bodies to the style of the 
Alexander R-type. LCB 84 (B84 MRY), 
which was to have been SYPTE 2366, is 
alongside SYPTE 2361 (B36I CDT) at 
Pond Street, Sheffield, on I December 
1984. Note how 84 differs from 2361 in 
not having a split-level entrance step. 

The destination indicator layout was also 
changed. MIKE GREENWOOD 


second-hand Bedford YMTs with Duple 
bodies and Leicester three new Dennis 
Dorchesters with Plaxton Paramount 
3200 bodies, one of which was fitted with 
a toilet. These were supplemented by the 
latter’s existing Leyland Leopards and 
Tigers, while both Burnley and Maidstone 
bought newer coaches the following year. 

The toilet-fitted Dorchester proved 
popular on such a long service, so Leicester 
ordered another three similar coaches for 
delivery towards the end of 1984. The ‘City 
Flyer’ proved unsuccessful owing to traffic 
congestion in London; this and other 
factors saw Leicester’s involvement cease 
at 1984 summer timetable’s end, which 
coincided with the departure of its General 
Manager, Geoffrey Hilditch. 


A DENNIS SWAP 

What could Leicester do with a now 
surplus order for more coaches? SYPTE 
had inspected A794 LCX, a Dennis 
Dorchester with a 53-seat Plaxton 
Paramount 3200 body supplied by dealer 
Stuart Johnson (PSV) Ltd, on 14 May 
1984. It must have been successful as the 
PTE agreed to exchange three Dennis 
Dominator double-deckers, then in 
build at East Lancs, for the three Dennis 
Dorchester coaches ordered by Leicester. 

SYPTE had allocated the Dominators 
fleet numbers 2366-68 (B366-8 CDT, 
although these registrations were changed 
from A666-8 YKY due to late delivery). 
The East Lancs E-type bodies were 
similar in appearance to the Alexander 
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B674 GWJ before entering the workshop in April 2015 after some attention to the 
bodywork but not before the destination blinds were uncovered. ANDREW NOLAN 




New steelwork manufactured by 
Premier Engineering; the original 
suspension mounting is on the right. 


The old cross member is seen on the 
right with its new replacement on the 
left. Both: ANDREW NOLAN 



February 2016 and the new suspension 
mounting and air bag are in place, and 
the area painted in red primer. 


New plastic fuel tank and strapping 
fitted during May 2016. 

Both: ANDREW NOLAN 




Trevor Weckert making excellent work Applying the Coachline vinyls in July 2017. 
of the painting in April 2017. Both: ANDREW NOLAN 


R-type and they became Leicester CityBus 
Nos 84-86 (B84-6 MRY). 

The three Dorchesters became SYPTE 
Nos 75-77 (B975-7 DWG). Fitted with 
Plaxton Paramount 3200 bodies to full 
coach specification, they had 44 seats, 
a toilet and Voith DIWA D854 fully 
automatic 4-speed gearboxes with integral 
retarder. They were delivered on 14 
December 1984 and placed in store at 
SYPTE’s Central Works. 

COACHLINE 

SYPTE operated some private hire work 
and had acquired excursion and tour 
licences with the various independent 
operators bought since the PTE’s 
formation. Most coaches were allocated 
to Doncaster and Halfway garages 
operating under the Traveline’ name. 

The coach market is entirely different 
to bus operation, which coach drivers 
understood, but bus drivers at other 
garages wanted a slice of this perceived 
‘perk’. Some coaches were eventually 
allocated to other garages such as 
Rotherham and East Bank in Sheffield, 
but it proved difficult for SYPTE to make 
coaching profitable with Trade Union- 
resisted changes to pay and conditions. 

Common sense ultimately prevailed, 
and a dedicated team was assembled at 
Sheffield’s Leadmill garage where a new 
‘Coachline’ unit was based, although 
this branding was also extended to other 
garages. The three Dennis Dorchesters 
were finished in a new ‘Coachline’ livery 
of white with yellow, red and brown 
stripes, becoming the operator’s first new 
purpose-built coaches intended solely for 
private hire work. 

SYT 76 

No 76 (B976 DWG) had an eventful life 
in South Yorkshire. It was the last of the 
three Dorchesters to enter service, doing 
so at Rotherham garage on 1 March 
1985. It carried its original registration 
number for just over a year as on 4 April 
1986 it was re-registered 476 HDT, along 
with Nos 75/77 which became 475/477 
HDT respectively. All used registrations 
originally carried by former Doncaster 
Corporation Roe-bodied Leyland PD3/4s 
Nos 75-77 (which become SYPTE 1175-77 
on 1 April 1974) that were withdrawn in 
1977 and converted into service vehicles. 

SYPTE transferred its operations, along 
with No 76 and the rest of the fleet, to 
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United Tours garage in Charlotte Road, 
Sheffield, on 13 May 1991. Here No 
76 was renumbered 376. The move was 
short-lived as Charlotte Road depot 
closed on 24 July 1993 and the coaches 
were moved back to Leadmill; 476 HDT 
being renumbered again to 1006 to avoid 
clashing with the Mainline fleet, as SYT 
had become. 

A short time later, on 4 September 
1994, the Sheffield garages were 
rationalised and both Leadmill and 
Herries were closed with operations 
moving to Greenland and Olive Grove; 
the latter was the re-opened and renamed 
East Bank. However, the Coachline 
unit, including 1006, was transferred to 
Midland Road, Rotherham. 

NEW OWNERS 

No 1006 was re-registered B674 GWJ in 
April 1996 as part of the preparations to 
sell Coachline, and on 16 August 1996 
it, along with the other two Dorchesters 
and nine other coaches, was sold to a new 
operator. South Yorkshire Coachline of 
Hoyland. It was renumbered 6 but the 
three Dorchesters were quickly advertised 


for sale in January 1997. No 6 departed 
the following summer and appeared with 
Heyfordian of Upper Hey ford in January 
1998 re-registered 7958 NU. The toilet 
was removed during 2000 and the seating 
capacity increased to 49. 

The coach was re-registered back to 
B674 GWJ before sale to Volvo (dealer) 
of Loughborough in August 2002. It was 
immediately sold to Johnson of Goxhill 
which sold it to Wilby of Hibaldstow 
in December 2004. The Dorchester’s 
final operator, Ben George Travel of 
Broughton, bought it in June 2005. 

PRESERVATION & RESTORATION 

The South Yorkshire Transport Museum 
acquired B674 GWJ in March 2011. No 
76 was moved into the main workshop 
in 2015, after some initial repairs to the 
bodywork, when space became available. 
Unfortunately, extensive corrosion was 
discovered at the rear of the chassis 
around the boot area and air suspension 
mountings which had to be cut out. The 
boot structure and floor were repaired 
with new steelwork; the side luggage 
locker being done at the same time. 


Above, left to right: Driver’s cab with wood 
effect trim and push buttons for the 
Voith automatic gearbox to the left of 
the steering wheel above the radio. 

Interior looking towards the rear. The 
original seats remain in good condition 
and show a typical 1980s pattern. 

Rear offside emergency door and rebuilt 
area where the toilet was previously 
located. 


Below: No 76 looks splendid in its original 
SYT Coachline livery depicting 1980s 
coach travel at its best. With a Class 6 
MOT, it is a very useful addition to the 
South Yorkshire Transport Museum’s 
private hire fleet. All: SIMON GILL 


South Yorkshire Transport Ltd in October 
1986 to meet the requirements of the 
Transport Act 1985. No 76 was transferred 
to Leadmill garage in February 1987 when 
most frontline coaches were consolidated 
there and was later repainted into ‘Premier 
Coachline’ livery in February 1991. 

Most of the Leadmill-based ‘Coachline’ 
unit of twelve coaches was transferred 
to SYT’s Sheffield United Transport 
Ltd (SUT) subsidiary, located 
at the former Sheffield 
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Right: Plaxton body plate. 

Below: Offside rear of Coachline 
Dennis Dorchester 76 (B674 
GWJ) showing the continental 
style emergency exit door in 
its Plaxton Paramount 3200 
coachwork. Both: SIMON GILL 

Premier Engineering of Barnsley was 
very helpful; manufacturing a new rear 
sub-frame and suspension mounting at 
very reasonable cost. This was delivered 
on 26 January 2016 and installed shortly 
afterwards together with new air bags, 
an offside top plate and shock absorbers. 
Other suspension work included new 
levelling valve link rubbers, repaired front 
air bag feed pipes and a changed offside 
front valve before the ride height was 
checked and adjusted. 

Further corrosion around the fuel tank 
locker door was discovered and made 
good. Removing the door allowed closer 
inspection of the fuel tank which was 
deemed beyond repair. A slightly smaller 
replacement plastic tank was custom 
made by Rotherham Industrial Plastics 
and installed with new mounting straps 
made in-house. The fuel feed pipe was 
reshaped, fuel pipes to the primary filter 
repaired, a new fuel cut-off tap fitted, 
and pipe work reinstated plus new filters 
fitted. Removal of the fuel tank yielded 
further work as the turbocharger was in 
poor condition; this was removed and sent 
to Pelican Engineering of Normanton for 
refurbishment. 


ADDITIONAL WORK 

The remainder of 2016 was spent 
tracing and rectifying faulty electrical 
components including wiring around the 
fuel gauge, junction box and emergency 
engine stop. A new solenoid was installed 
together with new fuel and temperature 
gauges. A replacement battery tray was 
made, lights checked and cleaned, and 
replacement rear light clusters sourced. 

The roof was in a terrible state and 
required cleaning with deck brushes prior 
to painting; a task made easier thanks to 
the loan of a cherry picker from Duncan 
Osborne. The bodywork was then sanded 
down, primed, undercoated and white 
gloss applied. A laser was borrowed to 
ensure the yellow, red and brown stripes 
were correctly angled. 

Refitting the external rubber bumper 
strip and stainless-steel trim and inserts 
proved challenging as some damage had 
occurred when they were removed two 
years earlier. This was rectified including 
replacement mounting rubbers for the 
stainless trim. 

Internally, all seat squabs were removed 
and cleaned. The sides, roof lining, seat 
backs and main walkway were valeted. A 


finishing touch was reinstatement of the 
orange curtains which were kindly washed 
and ironed by members’ wives. 

CLASS 6 

Unlike most Transport Museums, 
the SYTM holds an operator’s licence 
enabling its buses and coaches to be hired 
out. No 76 was therefore submitted for, 
and passed, a Class 6 MOT test so it could 
be added to the operational fleet. Seat 
belts are fitted which makes it particularly 
suitable for school visits where these are 
required. 

Finally, ‘South Yorkshire’s Transport’ 
and ‘Coachline’ vinyls were added. These 
were scanned from SYT publicity material 
and enlarged to the correct dimensions 
by a local firm. Restoring a bus or coach 
often throws up surprises; the team was 
delighted to find the original blinds were 
still in place when paint was removed 
from the destination box. 

The Museum would like to thank the 
firms mentioned for their help restoring 
No 76 and, in particular, the members 
and volunteers who have provided 
invaluable assistance. Next month we will 
look at two other restorations currently in 
progress at the SYTM. 

Our thanks to Andrew Nolan and Hwfa 
Griffiths for their help and hospitality during 
our visit and for providing copies of the 
members newsletter, 'The Oily Rag] which 
has been invaluable in telling the tale of 
No 7Gs restoration. 
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The West Kent-based 3238 (P238 MKN) Preservation Group is the proud owner of two immaculately-restored 
Dennis Darts that regularly attend bus events across London and the south-east. DAVID JUKES reports. 


It is likely no other UK bus preservation 
group can claim an Estonian railtour as its 
origin. This unlikely setting saw Richard 
Jones and Darren Walker discover a 
mutual interest in buses alongside their 
rail passions. 

Further discussions by Richard, Darren, 
Graham Walker and Keith Walker over 
a pint or two in this country revolved 
around the possible preservation of one 
of the three then-surviving ex-Maidstone 
& District (M&D) Dennis Dart SLFs 
from Arriva Southern Counties; a younger 
Darren regularly rode these buses to 
college. 

M&D, for the record, was sold by the 
National Bus Company to its management 
in 1986, then passed to British Bus in 
1995 before British Bus was acquired by 
the Cowie Group the following year. The 
last was rebranded as Arriva in November 
1997, renamed its subsidiaries (M&D 
became Arriva Kent & Sussex) and 
introduced a corporate livery. 

However, a short-lived Ray Stenning- 
designed green and cream livery graced 

Above: 3238 and DT29 bask in the autumn 
sun at their West Kent preservation base. 

DAVID JUKES 


several M&D buses before Arriva’s 
aquamarine conquered all. Delivered in 
the former livery between December 1996 
and May 1997 were 62 Plaxton Pointer¬ 
bodied Dennis Dart SFFs - the only low 
floor buses delivered to M&D before its 
renaming and rebranding. These were (in 
registration order) Nos 3192-3199 (P192- 
199 FKJ), 3201-3216 (P201-216 FKJ), 
3176-3183 (P176-183 FKF), 3217-3221 
(P217-221 MKL), 3223-3232 (P223-232 
MKF), and 3233-3247 (P233-247 MKN), 
replacing older step-entrance buses 
in Maidstone and the Medway towns. 

A further six identical vehicles were 
delivered to sister company Kentish Bus as 
its Nos 3186-3191 (P186-191 FKJ) for use 
around Northfleet and Gravesend. 

Most received a mid-life refurbishment 
which included the fitting of Hannover 
electronic destination displays to the 
majority. Four enjoyed a stay of execution 
after the delivery of Wright Streetlife 
replacements in spring/summer 2014 with 
3191 at Southend, 3228 at Guildford, 

3238 at Northfleet and 3242 at Tunbridge 
Wells. This proved short-lived and all 
were withdrawn upon their replacement 
by cascaded vehicles in 2015. 


3238 (P238 MKN) 

It was No 3238 at Northfleet 
which attracted our four would-be 
preservationists’ attention as it was 
the only example to retain its original 
destination blinds. Tt was effectively set 
aside for us upon MoT expiry,’ explains 
Darren. ‘We had started discussions with 
Arriva with respect to its purchase for 
preservation and our bid was accepted. 

‘We didn’t know a huge amount about 
bus preservation and went in blind,’ he 
admits. ‘The learning curve has at times 
been very steep but 3238 became ours on 1 
June 2015 and fortunately started first time 
on collection from Northfleet a week later.’ 

The Dart was taken to Go-Coach of 
Otford where necessary pre-MoT work 
was carried out before an MoT test 
was taken - and passed - at Pro Tune 
of Maidstone, ironically based in part 
of Arriva’s Armstrong Road garage. It 
is often said the hardest part of bus 
preservation is finding somewhere to 
house one’s vehicle and 3238 was initially 
no exception to the rule; short term 
lodgings were kindly provided in South 
East Fondon before the Bromley Bus 
Preservation Group (BBPG) were able to 
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Right: 3238 at Otford 
Pond on 9 June 2015 - its 
collection day from Arriva. 
The hand-painted stripe 
applied by Arriva on the 
Dart’s withdrawal is readily 
apparent. 

Far right: Richard removes the 
offside advertising frame in 
August 2015. Both pictures: 
3238 PRESERVATION GROUP 

Below: 3238 in action at 
Detling Showground on I 
April 2017 during that year’s 
South East Bus Festival. 

DAVID JUKES 



offer a long-term space, without which the 
continued preservation of 3238 may not 
have happened. 

The 3238 Group concentrated 
on improving their Dart’s external 
appearance: ‘We set about removing as 
much of the red stripe roughly applied by 
Arriva,’ says Richard. ‘This was applied 
almost without exception to withdrawn 
buses to encourage subsequent owners 
to repaint them out of Arriva’s corporate 
colours before use. 

‘We were also able to remove the advert 
framing before sending 3238 to Marden 


Commercials at Benfieet for repainting 
in M&D green and cream, complete with 
fleetnames.’ 

No 3238 has also benefited from the 
withdrawal of identical buses within 
Arriva’s Southern Counties operations. 
Southend-based sisters donated their 
best seat backs and cushions to further 
smarten 3238’s interior and provide 
sufficient spares to counter future wear 
and tear; 3238, as a result, retains Arriva 
group-standard interior finishes provided 
during its 2002 ‘Operation Overdrive’ 
refurbishment. 


Other parts subsequently replaced 
include light lenses and the cab window 
and frame - the last recovered from a 
withdrawn Dart at Arriva’s Tunbridge 
Wells garage. 

The Group’s attention to detail 
also ensures 3238 sports a full set of 
manufacturer badges and labels for 
both chassis and bodywork, plus most of 
the signwriting and labels as originally 
specified and/or applied by M&D 
(delivery of the final easy access vinyls for 
the exterior cove panels was awaited at 
the time of B&CPs visit). 






3238’s interior retains the Arriva Group- 
standard finishes dating from its 2002 
refurbishment. DAVID JUKES 


Keith replacing the windscreen wiper 
motors and corrodewasher bottle 
support in October 2016. 

3238 PRESERVATION GROUP 


Low floor buses were heavily marketed 
on their introduction to many fleets. 
M&D used these details on its Darts’ 
entrance doors. DAVID JUKES 


January 2019 
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3238 took part in the 2017 
Eastbourne Bus Running Day and 
is seen at the Top of Beachy Head 
before its return to the town’s 
railway station. 

3238 PRESERVATION GROUP 
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DT29 (G29 TGW) - A SECOND BUS 

Richard previously drove for Selkent’s low- 
cost Roundabout operation in Orpington 
around the time its batch of Carlyle 
Dartline-bodied Dennis Darts were new 
in 1990 as DT28-41 (G28-41 TGW), to be 
later joined by DT55 (G55 TGW). DT29 
was delivered with coach seats which were 
replaced with bus seats before entering 
service on routes R1 and Rll. 



‘We always knew DT29 still existed,’ 
states Richard. Tt was regularly used 
by YMS Travel for private hires and 
student night bus services in and around 
Canterbury, so we expressed an interest 
on first meeting YMS at a Herne Bay 
Rally. 

‘We originally looked at DT37 in 
Wolverhampton, but we were not 
confident we had the resources or time to 



restore it,’ he continues. ‘Our friends at 
BBPG were tipped off that DT29 was on 
the market and we were able to purchase 
it in December 2016 for preservation.’ 

DT29 has been a well-travelled 
specimen. It was reallocated from 
Orpington to Fulwell garage’s Harrier 
services in 1991, remaining at Fulwell 
after London Buses’ privatisation but now 
owned by London United, with which it 
was transferred to the Airbus Direct fleet, 
receiving coach seating, large luggage 
racks and air-conditioning. 

The Dart left London in 1998 and 
passed to Cityspeed of Birmingham 
in March 2000, Pete’s Travel of West 
Bromwich in 2001 and Midland Rider of 
Birmingham in June 2001. It moved to 
Phoenix Travel of Maldon in March 2002 
via dealer Ensignbus before returning to 
the latter in February 2003. DT29 then 
served with Stratford Blue before passing 
to County Coaches of Canterbury via 
Ensignbus in May 2007 - County Coaches 
later became Your Music School then 
YMS Travel. 

‘We planned to restore DT29 in 
Roundabout livery with coach seating as 
originally delivered,’ says Richard. ‘This 
was not unique as DTs 28, 30, 31 and 
55 ran in this condition - just DT29 was 
downgraded before use.’ 

MORE WORK REQUIRED 

DT29 would require far more work than 
3238 to restore: ‘We started by removing 
a music system and speakers, which also 
included a wooden partition hiding the 
rear window,’ recalls Richard. ‘The YMS 
branding was also removed, although it 
took several weeks’ hard work to remove 
blue vinyl covering the rear window and 
front destination displays. 

Top: DT29 is pictured for the final time in 
full YMS Travel livery at Polhill Garden 
Centre on 2 January 2017. Note the 
circular Mini-style indicators on its front 
dash panel. 

Above: A de-branded DT29 is seen at 
Chislehurst. 

Upper left: Graham removes YMS Travel 
branding from the rear of DT29. 

Bottom left: Darren removing carpet 
adhesive from DT29’s platform panelling 
during October 2017. 

Left: Keith and Graham uncovering 
DT29’s rear window on 22 January 2017. 

All: 3238 PRESERVATION GROUP 
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‘We knew DT29 retained very few of 
its original features and had no interior 
lighting except LED strips dating from 
its days carrying party goers around 
Canterbury/ he adds. ‘It was also leaking 
oil, so went to Go-Coach for a mechanical 
inspection.’ 

Go-Coach renewed the engine seals 
and fitted a new fuel pump. It had some 
original lighting units in stock which were 
installed after first removing a rotten 
ceiling carpet which was not replaced at 
this time (DT29 was built at a time when 
the trend was to not only carpet the floor 
but the walls and ceiling too...). 

Also sourced and fitted were running 
number brackets, a nearside illuminated 
‘Pay on Entry’ sign (albeit fitted with a 
‘Bus Stopping’ insert which will soon be 
replaced) and front indicator lenses. The 
last had been replaced with those from a 
Mini - a far cry from the Jaguar XJ6 with 
which the DTs share the correct units! 

Other parts were sourced from Carlyle 
Bus; a fortunate conversation revealed one 
of its staff was prepared to part with a rare 
and unused Carlyle badge upon learning 
it would be fitted to a preserved Carlyle- 
built bus. The Group are very grateful 
to Gary Truelove for making the badge 
available. 

Additional work at Go-Coach saw DT29 
fitted with a new compressor and a new 
air dryer. Its cab light was rewired, a side 
destination box (courtesy of the BBPG) 
fitted, the door roller changed, a new 
alternator belt fitted, a cab door installed, 
and some chassis welding undertaken 



- the bus remaining at Otford until late- 
August 2017 as the work had to be fitted 
around Go-Coach’s fleet requirements. 

A Class 5 MoT was passed and DT29 
was able to attend its first events in YMS 
blue. Its platform dash had been carpeted 
by a previous owner - much adhesive 
removal and sanding was necessary before 
its repainting in grey could take place. The 
retro-fitted seatbelts were also removed 
and DT29 was then dispatched to Marden 
Commercials in November 2017 for 
repainting red. 



Top: A repainted DT29 at Dungeness on 2 
September 2018 in the company of Peter 
Figg*s RM1804 during the Romney Hythe 
& Dymchurch Railway Bus Rally. 

3238 PRESERVATION GROUP 

Above left: DT29’s seating was 
reupholstered during its post-London 
service - the ceiling carpet and 
lighting was replaced during the Dart’s 
restoration. DAVID JUKES 

Below: The quality of Duple’s Dartline 
design is such that it remains modern¬ 
looking 30 years on from its 1988 
introduction. DAVID JUKES 
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THE DARTLINE BODY 


A new Duple bus body was 
unveiled at the 1988 Motor 
Show - a stainless steel- 
framed and aluminium-panelled 
structure specifically for the 
newly-introduced Dennis Dart 
midibus chassis. The Dartline, 
as it was later named, was 
based upon Duple’s 300 bus 
body but incorporated an 
unusual curved front profile - 
a convex-curved windscreen 
above a concave-curved dash 
panel. 

The Hestair Group - owners 
of both Duple and Dennis - 
intended the Dart chassis to 


be solely bodied by Duple but 
subsequent events caused plans 
to change and a host of other 
bodybuilders beckoned. Hestair 
sold its vehicle engineering 
division to a management 
buyout team, known as Trinity 
Holdings, in January 1989 which 
then announced Duple’s closure 
that July. 

Production of the Dartline 
body continued at Blackpool 
until October 1989 when its 
manufacturing rights, jigs and 
order books were acquired 
by the Carlyle Group. Duple 
built four prototypes and 


58 production examples 
before manufacture moved to 
Birmingham. 

This proved short-lived 
as the Carlyle Bus Centre 
went into liquidation in late- 
1991 with the Dartline’s 
design, manufacturing rights, 
fittings and fixtures passing to 
Marshall of Cambridge after 
the construction of 203 units. 
Marshall restarted production 
in 1992 but built just five 
9.8m length buses before the 
Dartline was revamped as a 
Marshall product from the 
following year. 


While there its roof was found to be 
beyond economic repair (Marden fitting a 
replacement) and new windscreen edges, 
headlight surrounds, front step tooth 
markings, handrails and ceiling carpet 
fitted - the last matched with surviving 
pieces of original carpeting on the 
windscreen pillar. 

DT29 returned to West Kent in 
February 2018 after which original style 
statutory notices were applied and the seat 
frames painted black. James Dawkins later 
repainted the black areas of the exterior 
bodywork. And a week later DT29 made 
its debut in Roundabout livery at the 2018 
South East Bus Festival on 7 April looking 
fantastic. 

Above: The 3238 Preservation Group - 
from left to right: Graham, Keith, Darren 
and Richard. DAVID JUKES 

Below: The low floor Pointer body remains 
a familiar sight on the UK roads in its later 
Pointer 2 guise built by Plaxton, TransBus 
and Alexander Dennis. 3238’s green 
& cream livery makes a very pleasant 
change from the corporate hues applied 
to so many of the type. DAVID JUKES 


PRESENTATION 

Both Darts are fitted with working 
ticket machines of the correct type and 
vintage courtesy of Damon Cross, who 
has a passion for bus ticket machinery. 
Program modules have also been supplied 
by Damon allowing the issue of tickets 
appropriate to the event attended. 

The Group pride themselves in 
ensuring neither bus will attend an event 
without first being cleaned. Graham is 
meticulous and ensures windows, floor 
and exterior are dealt with - the Best 
Preserved Bus Award at this year’s Essex 
Bus Rally for 3238 is due reward. 

The organisation of the Go-Coach 10th 
anniversary open-day on 27 May proved 
another highlight: Austin Blackburn of 
Go-Coach maintains both Darts and used 
to work with me at Roundabout,’ explains 
Richard. There cannot be too many 
preserved buses co-owned by an original 
driver and maintained by an original 
mechanic! 

Austin asked us to manage the event 
which involved several planning meetings, 
contact with vehicle owners and plenty of 


work on the day itself. We ran DT29 on 
the Orpington feeder service which was 
the first time a DT worked through its 
High Street since Roundabout’s demise.’ 

MOVING FORWARD 

The next task is DT29’s re-upholstering 
by South East Coachworks at Faversham 
this winter. Maroon moquette with white 
headrests is intended to match DT28, the 
former Roundabout showbus. A rear route 
number box has also to be fitted in due 
course. 

‘We are now not afraid to tackle many 
jobs,’ concludes Richard. ‘Go-Coach are 
still used for major repairs, but we are 
able to do our own running repair work as 
confidence in our abilities grows; we have 
learnt a great deal with DT29 through 
doing far more work on it ourselves than 
we originally envisaged.’ 

Our thanks to Richard, Darren, Graham and 
Keith for their kind assistance and hospitality. 
They would like to thank Tom Gurney, The 
Bromley Bus Preservation Group, Austin 
Blackburn and Go-Coach, Damon Cross, 
Peter Figg and James Dawkins. 
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LONDON’S OTs 


The first Dennis Darts 
acquired by London Buses 
in 1990191 formed the DT 
class. All were 8.5 metre- 
length step-entrance buses 
with Dartline bodies - DTI- 
27 and ex-demonstrator 
DTI68 by Duple and 
DT28-I67 by Carlyle. 

DAVID JUKES illustrates 
examples at work in the 
capital and some of the 
vehicles' subsequent homes. 


Seen at Eltham railway 
station on 28 June 1990 with 
temporary displays for route 
Bl is Selkent District’s DT57 
(G57 TGW), which was new 
earlier that month. Routes 
314 and 138 replaced the Bl 
on 14 July 1990, hence the lack 
of formal blind displays in the 
Dart. Pictures: DAVID JUKES 

Passing through Eltham High 
Street on 4 May 1991 shortly 
before its transfer to London 
United’s Hounslow Garage 
is Bromley-based DT52 
(G52 TGW). Fleet and 
marketing names for its new 
base are worn. 

Metroline was allocated 
several DTs for its north-west 
London suburb network. 

DT90 (H890 LOX) departs 
South Harrow station on 
12 March 1994 bound for 
Queens Park station. 
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London United DTI49 (HI49 MOB), demonstrates the Dart’s excellent manoeuvrability at Shepherd’s Bush Green on a dull and 
overcast 16 March 1996. Behind is one of the surplus Red Arrow Leyland National 2s converted to single-door and fitted with coach 
seating for use on express route 607. 



London United found its DTs ideal for the direct hotel to 
Heathrow Airport services, converting several with coach 
seating, large luggage racks and air-conditioning. The 
distinctive red and yellow Airbus Direct livery is carried by DT3 
(G503 VYE), seen in Strand on 13 April 1996. 



Southern Vectis acquired DTI6/26 (G5I6/526 VYE) in early-2000 
as its Nos 816/817, fitting both with larger front destination boxes 
as shown by the former at Newport bus station in October 2003. 
Both Darts are preserved; DTI6 in West Kent and DT26 at the 
Isle of Wight Bus Museum. 



Several DTs migrated to Birmingham, where the Carlyle-bodied examples were built. Seen on Smallbrook Queensway on I June 
2006 is former DT65 (H465 UGO), which passed to South London on privatisation. It reached Golden Line of Smethwick via Arriva 
North West, Stephenson’s and Arriva Midlands North. 
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Below: The former DTI 10 (H110 MOB) is seen in Moor Street 
on I June 2006, Birmingham, while owned by J Line of Oldbury. 
This Dart was previously operated by Rossendale Transport. 




Above: Several DTs were observed around Birmingham city 
centre on I June 2006 - the former DT56 (G56 TGW) was 
repainted in London United livery in 2005 for its appearance in 
the film Jane Hall after which it was used by J Line of Oldbury in 
this form until its January 2007 withdrawal. 



Above: DT29 operated for 
Ensignbus subsidiary Stratford 
Blue in Stratford-upon-Avon 
from February 2003 for four 
years. Operations passed 
to the Stagecoach Group 
in early-2007 with the Dart 
remaining on loan for a short 
period, as seen on a snowy 
9 February 2007. 

Right: Emsworth & District 
acquired DT39 (G39 TGW) 
in March 2003 after service 
with Stagecoach Red & White 
and Tilley of Bude. It was 
withdrawn in December 2010, 
passing to a Bromley-based 
preservationist. Emsworth 
& District also operated 
sister DTI6 (G5I6 VYE) after 
its withdrawal by Southern 
Vectis in early-2007. 
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PART OP THE 



Three generations of the Jenkinson family have been involved with the preservation ofJUB 29, an Eastern 
Counties-bodied Leyland Titan TDI since 1963, as ASHLEY BLACKMAN discovers. 


Eastern Counties-bodied Leyland Titan 
TDI K451 (JUB 29) was a regular 
sight on the preservation scene back 
in the 1960s and I am lucky enough to 
remember seeing it as a child back in the 
late-1970s and 1980s. All these years later, 
and still being very well looked after by its 
same owner Keith Jenkinson, I could not 
help but wonder what Keith was planning 
for his fine machine. 

BEFORE PRESERVATION 

Seven Eastern Counties-bodied Leyland 
Titan TD2s were the first new vehicles 
delivered to Keighley-West Yorkshire 
Joint Services Ltd in 1932, the then- 
new company jointly owned by Keighley 
Corporation and the West Yorkshire Road 


Car Company. K446-452 (YG 2053-2059) 
were petrol-engined when new but were 
fitted with Gardner 5LW diesel engines 
in 1936/7. 

K451 (YG 2058) was sold by Keighley- 
West Yorkshire to W. North (dealer) of 
Stourton on 4 Lebruary 1948 and passed 
to Leeds-based Wallace Arnold in late- 
1950. Wallace Arnold also owned former 
Glasgow Corporation 72 (GE 2407), a 
1928 all-Leyland Titan TDI, which was 
re-registered JUB 29 in 1944. 

The Eastern Counties body from YG 
2058 was mounted on the chassis of 
JUB 29 and the resulting vehicle entered 
service in June 1951, complete with an 
8.6 litre Leyland diesel engine. The re¬ 
bodied TDI was sold by Wallace Arnold 


to North’s in September 1952 and quickly 
resold to Lister & Co for staff transport 
between Ilkley and its Addingham textiles 
mill. JUB 29 was used daily until October 
1963 and was then purchased by Keith 
Jenkinson for preservation. 

A SPARKED INTEREST 

Keith was brought up in 1940s’ West 
Yorkshire and went to school in Ilkley. He 
lived on the road to the A.V. Roe factory 
at Yeadon where Halifax and Lancaster 
bombers were manufactured during 
the war. Keith has distinct memories 
of standing at the kitchen window or, 
in summer, at the garden gate before 
he started school, watching a convoy 
of mostly khaki-liveried buses going to 









. - -- ^ 




A pristine JUB 29 on static display at the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway’s Ingrow station on 2 July 2017 

Pictures: KEITH JENKINSON / KEITH JENKINSON COLLECTION 
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collect the workers and returning about 
20 minutes later. 

It was quite a sight/, he recalls. The 
buses were full to the brim with people 
standing on the staircase and platform. 
That is what got me interested in buses. 

There were also two bus depots not 
far away, one was Samuel Ledgard, and 
the other West Yorkshire,’ Keith adds. 

T used to peep through the doors and 
look over the walls. The Ledgard depot 
was operational during the war, while 
the West Yorkshire depot was closed - 
it was a small depot that reopened 
around 1946. 

‘West Yorkshire used the depot for 
storage, so it contained several prewar 
buses taken out of service during the war 
years. It was an old textile mill and I used 
to ask my dad when I was about 5 years 
old if we could go and have a look, so 
we would peep in through the windows. 
There were around 20 Dennis Lancets 
inside and a Tilling-Stevens parked 
outside.’ 

A West Yorkshire service operated by its 
Leyland TD2s passed Keith’s childhood 
home and he would ride them through 
to Leeds and across to Yeadon. He used 
to see JUB 29 every morning for about 
5-6 years picking mill workers up at Ben 
Rhydding on his school journeys to Ilkley 
- it was times like these that sparked 
Keith’s interest in buses, and his fond 
memories of JUB 29. 

GETTING INTO PRESERVATION 

Keith discovered in the late 1950s a 
London bus was privately preserved: Tt 
was Prince Marshall and Ken Blacker, so I 
thought I wouldn’t mind having a bus too.’ 
This new preservation movement spurred 
Keith to obtain his own vehicle. 

He knew JUB 29 was the bus he 
wanted, but Lister’s would not sell as they 
were still using it daily. So Keith instead 
bought West Yorkshire Bristol J05G 999 
(BWT 794) in August 1961, which he later 
sold after it suffered severe vandalism. 
February 1963 saw Keith purchase a 
second bus, Keighley-West Yorkshire 
Bristol K5G K383/KDG26 (CWX 671). 

Lister’s wrote to Keith in November 
1963 advising JUB 29 was surplus to 
requirements with the contracting of its 
works service to a local bus operator, so 
was he still interested in buying it? Keith 
went immediately to see the Titan and 
bought it straight away. 



Top left: K45I (YG 2058) operating in Keighley during the Second World War. 


Top right: In Wallace Arnold service during 1952. JUB was in a similar condition when 
purchased by Keith from Lister’s Mill in November 1963. 



Above: On route to JUB’s first rally, the HCVC London to Brighton Run in May 1964. 
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Above: Climbing the cobbled streets of Haworth in 1969 before weather louvres were 
fitted above JUB’s front upper-deck windows. 



Above left: Battersea Park on the 1968 HCVC London to Brighton Run. JUB is painted 
in an incorrect livery with inauthentic white fleetnames. 


Above right: Parked on the Grande Place, Brussels, on 2 January 1973 while taking part in 
the Drive into Europe rally commemorating Britain’s entry into the Common Market. 
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Above: Freshly repainted in 1980, awaiting 
lining out. This was JUB’s most recent 
repaint. 

Below left: Rebuilding JUB’s rear and 
platform framework in 2011. 

Bottom left: The youngest member of the 
^Jenkinson team’, 10-year old grandson 
Aaron, on his back painting the underside 
of JUB’s rear platform in 2016. 

Bottom right: The correctly-contoured 
rear lower-deck and correctly-sized rear 
lower-deck window are seen in July 2017; 
a 1945 rebuild gave K45rs bodywork 
a more upright lower rear profile and 
smaller rear window. 

PRESERVING JUB 29 

JUB 29 was a runner with decent tyres 
and batteries when Keith purchased it but 
needing a lot of restoration to return it 
into 1932 condition: d had to find parts 
that would make JUB look complete/ he 
recalls. There were no two interior lights 


that matched, although I was able to source 
an original bible destination display.’ 

Keith found the top deck of a York- 
West Yorkshire bus that had been used 
as a cricket ground changing room and 
was no longer needed as the cricket club 
had recently built a new pavilion: 1 got in 
touch with the secretary and asked what 
was happening with it. He told me that 
as it was going for scrap, I could have the 
bible destination display and interior lights. 

The destination backing frame was 
totally rotten, but fortunately Jack 
Lawrence, West Yorkshire Road Car’s 
General Manager, whom Keith knew very 
well, asked him to bring JUB to the main 
works in Harrogate after the restoration 
was finished so he could see it. Jack 
worked on the TD2s when he started as 
a conductor at Ilkley depot and carefully 
examined JUB, explaining to Keith where 
everything should be. He noticed the 
recently acquired bible destination was 
quite rotten, so told Keith it would be 
rebuilt at Central Works. 

JUB, when first restored, was painted in 
what Keith thought was the correct livery - 
Tilling red with cream window surrounds 
- as he was only able to reference black 
and white photographs: ‘Someone said to 
me they were sure it should be a darker 
red with white window surrounds,’ says 
Keith. ‘People were saying the roof should 
be grey, maroon or another colour -1 
ended up painting the bus in different 
liveries, but it was still not right.’ 


Jack Lawrence told Keith about an 
elderly retired gentleman who lived near 
Keighley: ‘I went to visit, and he opened a 
drawer and took out original shade cards 
for the bus’s livery,’ states Keith. ‘I was 
able to borrow the cards and went straight 
to Williamsons in Ripon and got the paint 
matched. 

‘It turned out the gentleman worked 
as a coach painter at Keighley depot from 
1930 when he was 16 years old right up to 
retirement. JUB was repainted into the 
correct livery in 1970, and I completely 
reframed the cab at that time too.’ 

To make JUB more original, Keith 
replaced the Leyland 8.6 litre engine with 
a Gardner 5LW in 1982 but retained the 
Leyland gearbox, thus needing a stepped 
flywheel which was found at bus dealers 
W. North at Sherburn-in-Elmet. The 
Gardner was fitted at the Government- 
sponsored Skill Centre in Bradford as an 
apprentice training project. 

The rear and platform were reframed 
and repanelled to their original patterns 
from 2011 to 2015, initially with the help 
of Mark Turston, and David Hudson: 

‘It was great as I came across so many 
different people while I was doing the 
restoration and found out so much 
interesting information,’ enthuses Keith. 

JUB is the only double-decker in 
preservation with an Eastern Counties 
body, as the Lowestoft bus body factory 
where it was built was set up by United 
Automobile Services in 1920 before 
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becoming a division of the newly-formed 
Eastern Counties Omnibus Co Ltd in 
1931. Bodywork was built under the latter 
name from 1931 until 1936 when the 
coachbuilding factory was separated from 
the bus company as Eastern Coach Works 
Ltd. 

ON THE RALLY SCENE 

Keith and his then co-driver Derek Yates 
attended 104 rallies with JUB throughout 
the UK from 1964 to 1979: ‘Its first rally 
was the 1964 London to Brighton Run/ 
states Keith. ‘1 had attended the year 
before with the Bristol K5G, but finished 
up driving from Brighton to Harrogate in 
one go at 32mph, only stopping twice. 

‘We got to Harrogate and found I 
couldn’t stand as my feet were absolutely 
numb - the accelerator was very heavy, 
and I was so tired.’ Keith realised he 
needed a co-driver for JUB and met 
Derek Yates with whom he shared the 
driving on long journeys to make event 
attendance much easier. 

‘I also started the Trans-Pennine Run 
with Tony Blackman and John Tweed in 
1969 as there were no other major bus 
rallies in the north of England at the time,’ 
he recalls. ‘We had all done the London to 
Brighton run in the 1960s and agreed it was 
time there was a similar event in the North. 

Tony lived in Wigan, John in 
Manchester and Keith in Yorkshire, so 
they figured it was a good idea to start 
the run in Lancashire and finish it in 
Yorkshire. Around 65 mainly pre-war 
vehicles completed the very first run, 
which finished at Harrogate’s Royal Hall, 
but fitting vehicles and the public in the 
car park proved a tight fit. Agreement 
was soon reached to use The Stray in 
Harrogate, a much better location, with 
the event growing to over 220 vehicles by 
the mid-1980s. 

PART OF THE FAMILY 

Keith kept JUB safely stored from 1980 
to 2016 owing to the pressures of running 
his own business. But it did star in 
television shows such as How We Used 
to Live, Airline, Good Companions, and 
Funny Man plus the movie Yanks which 
also starred Richard Gere. 

Keith’s wife Maureen has encouraged 
him; JUB was used as transport at their 
wedding. Keith’s sons Steven and Shaun 
have recently joined his efforts to keep 
JUB29 in preservation. 


Steven, after restoring several VW cars 
and a camper van, took an interest in JUB 
in 2011 and has since undertaken the 
mechanical and electrical work, assisted by 
his sons Ethan and Aaron, leaving Keith 
to keep on top of painting, trimming and 
signwriting. Keith’s other son, Shaun, 
became interested in 2014, but lives 200 
miles away from JUB which limits his 
participation. Steven’s wife Elaine, Shaun’s 
wife Rachel and Keith and Maureen’s 
granddaughters Hebe and Flora have all 
helped keep JUB clean and polished. 

Keith has taught Steven and Shaun how 
to drive JUB as it has a crash gearbox and 
centre accelerator: ‘Although it can be a 
challenge to get used to driving these old 
vehicles, it is certainly worth it once you get 
the hang of it,’ he considers. ‘It took Shaun 
around a couple of hours to get the basics, 
but it is constant practice and having the 
confidence to master a crash gear box. 
Nobody should be put off preserving a 
vehicle just because it is harder to drive.’ 

JUB returned to the rally scene with 
its Gardner 5LW engine for the first 


time at the York Historic Vehicle Rally 
in September 2016, and the family 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of The 
Trans-Pennine Run this year with JUB in 
attendance and Keith, Steven and Shaun 
taking turns to drive. 

ASHLEY’S FINAL THOUGHTS 

Keith’s story is extremely inspiring in how 
he managed to keep JUB safely stored 
and maintained for all these years - a 
lifetime really - to eventually pass the 
torch onto his sons and grandchildren. 
There is certainly a bright future for buses 
like JUB to live on for future generations 
to marvel at if we can keep more of these 
rare and stunning pre-war half-cabs in 
preservation, passing them through the 
generations and gathering more interest 
amongst our family and friends. 

Well done Keith, Maureen and their 
passionate family for your investment in 
the bus preservation world; it really has 
been a life’s work for you and we look 
forward to seeing JUB 29 attending rallies 
in 2019 with the entire family on board. 
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WEST YORKSHIRE 



Formed in 1906, the Harrogate Road 
Car Co was absorbed in 1924 by the 
Tilling & British Automobile Traction 
group, changing its name to Harrogate 
& District Road Car Co. Expansion over 
the following years led to a further change 
of name, the operator becoming West 
Yorkshire Road Car Co in 1927, reflecting 
its wider geographical spread. 

In the 1930s joint arrangements with 


Keighley Corporation and York City 
Council resulted in the formation of 
Keighley-West Yorkshire and York-West 
Yorkshire. 

In 1948, the Tilling Group sold its 
bus interests to the government. West 
Yorkshire becoming a state-owned 
company under the control of the British 
Transport Commission. 

On 1 January 1963, West Yorkshire 


was included in the transfer of the BTC’s 
transport assets to the state-owned 
Transport Holding Co. 

On 1 January 1969, West Yorkshire was 
included in the transfer of the Transport 
Holding Co to the NBC. 

In October 1971 the fleet was 
renumbered and the class identification 
letters previously used disappeared. 

As part of the privatisation of the NBC, 
West Yorkshire was sold in a management 
buyout to the AJS Group In December 
1988, West Yorkshire was split into 
smaller companies: Harrogate & District, 
Keighley & District and Yorkshire 
Coastliner. All were sold in July 1991 to 
Blazefield Holdings. 

Here we look back across three eras — 
BTC, THC and NBC. 

Above: Seen in St Leonard’s Place York on 
a local working is 1950 Bristol K6B YD88I 
(HWW 892) closely followed by an ‘EUG’ 
on its way to Bradford. 

Left: Looking splendid in this depot line 
up is Bristol LS5G EUG32 (OWX 144) a 
dual-purpose saloon dating from 1955. 
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Top left: EUG89 (7910 WY), 
a 1962 dual-purpose Bristol 
MW5G, is fitted with a 
development of the Cave- 
Brown-Cave saloon heating 
and engine cooling system. 

Top right: Waiting at York 
railway station in March 1979 
is YDXI87 (JWR4IIC),a 
Bristol FS6B dating from 1965. 

Above: On a bitter winter’s 
day in York, sister FS6B 3821 
(NWU 265D), new in 1966, 
is now preserved at Keighley 
Bus Museum, whilst 1977 
VRT/SL3 3985 (WWR 4I9S) 
was later converted to open- 
top with Guide Friday. 

Right: 1969 Bristol VRT/SL 
3934 (YWT 699G) is seen on 
a local service in York. 
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Top: Seen in Bradford bound 
for Skipton in August 1980 
is 1937 (YYG 781G), another 
1969 Bristol VRT/SL. 

Above left: £n route to the 
village of Copmanthorpe, 
south-west of York is YLH25 
(CWR 273H) a 1969 Bristol 
LH6L. 

Above right: When only a year 
old, 1973 Leyland National 
No 1411 (XWY30IL)awaits 
departure in Harrogate bus 
station for Leeds. No 1411 
finished its days in Glasgow 
with John Morrow. 


Left: Seen in Sheffield in 
August 1984 bound for 
Barnsley is 1980 VRT/SL3 
3739 (LWU 467V). This bus 
later saw service with Cambus 
and Stagecoach in Devon. 
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TUESDAY 1st JANUARY 

THIS YEAR WE ARE AGAIN TEAMING 
UP WITH THE OXFORD BUS MUSEUM 
TO BRING YOU A WINTER OF 
DELIGHTS! 

FREE BUS RIDES | MUSEUM ATTRACTIONS 
TRADE STALLS | QUALITY REFRESHMENTS 

ADMISSION open 10 30- 16 30 

ADULTS £6 | CHILDREN £3 | FAMILY £13* 

*FAMILY TICKET IS FOR TWO ADULTS AND TWO CHILDREN | 

MUSEUM BUSES AND VISITING VEHICLES I 
RUNNING FROM 10.00-16.00 

HALF-HOURLY SERVICE TO/FROM OXFORD 
PARKWAY 10.00-12.00 AND 14.00-16.00. 

APPROX HALF-HOURLY SERVICE TO 
NEARBY TOWNS/VILLAGES. 

SEE YOU THERE! 


n XFOBD BUS MUSEU M 

INCLUDING MORRIS MOTORS MUSEUM 


STATION YARD, MAIN ROAD, LONG HANBOROUGH, WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X29 SLA 
01993 883617 (MUSEUM) I 01296 337622 (OUT OF HOURS) 

www.oxforclbusmuseum.org.uk 















































Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



OK YOU 

GUYS 




Looking through our ‘After they were famous’ archive, we noticed a distinct 
shortage of Guys leading us to conclude that fewer Guys found their way into 
the non-PSV world than other makes. Here is quite literally what we have... 


Bournemouth was a leading 
exponent in the conversion 
of elderly buses into service 
vehicles, utility Guy Arabs 
being the most common 
donors. Here at Mallard Road 
we see 1943 Park Royal¬ 
bodied FRU 180, formerly No 
33, which was converted into 
a breakdown tender in 1963. 

Famously converted from 
Meadows to Ruston Hornsby 
air-cooled power, Lincoln 
23 (DFE 383), a Guy Arab 
III with Guy bodywork on 
Park Royal was an early 
candidate for preservation. 

In those pioneering days, the 
Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle 
Society painted its treasures 
in its own livery, as witnessed 
in this June 1969 picture. 
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East Kent had a sizeable number of 1951 Park Royal-bodied Guy 
Arab Ills, two of which we see here. FFN 381, decorated and seen 
here in March 1965 as a ^Christmas Bus’, was later converted to 
open-top. 

Sister FFN 399 is now preserved, but is seen here prior to that 
as a ‘berry bus’. 





















Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



Never a large coach 
operator. Western Welsh 
had a varied fleet and 
was well respected 
for its tours. Here we 
bring you a selection of 
coaches from the BET 
years including the only 
examples ofWeymann’s 
Beacon coachwork, 
and a secondhand 
Daimler Freeline — both 
illustrated here! 


Left: By the time of this view, 
1950 Windover Huntingdon¬ 
bodied AEC Regal III 
504 (EUH 504) had been 
relegated to dual-purpose 
status, and was at rest in 
Cardiff bus station whilst 
assigned to private hire 
duties. 



Above left: No 517 (GUH 517) 
was one of seven Western 
Welsh AEC Regal IVs with 
Willowbrook coachwork as 
delivered to several other 
BET operators. The location 
is again Cardiff bus station. 


Above right and bottom: 

Western Welsh was the only 
customer for Weymann’s 
Beacon coach body, buying 
five in I960 and a further 15 
in 1961. Seen here in both red 
and cream and the latter-day 
blue and white livery are Nos 
126/34 (WKG 126/34). 
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Right: More popular especially 
with BET operators were 
Leyland Leopards with 
Duple Alpine Continental 
constructed in the former 
Burlingham works in 
Blackpool. Here in August 
1971, 1963-built No 143 
(143 DBO) prepares to 
depart Cardiff bus station on 
the former Neath & Cardiff 
Luxury Coaches route to 
Swansea. No 143 was later 
transferred to Black & White 
for National Express duties 
before ending its days with 
Creamline of Tonmawr, being 
despatched to Carlton for 
scrap in 1979. 







Above: As the 1960s 
progressed, BET group 
operators drifted closer and 
closer towards mainstream 
coachbuilders such as Duple 
and Plaxton following the 
latter’s market domination 
with its Panorama styling. 
Seen here in February 1974 
sporting Western Welsh’s 
short-lived post-NBC livery 
is 1966 AEC Reliance/Plaxton 
Panorama II 159 (GKG I59D). 


Left: In 1956 Western Welsh 
acquired the 21-strong fleet 
of Forse of Cardiff, amongst 
itHBO 700, a 1953 Daimler 
Freeline with Plaxton 
Venturer coachwork. 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 




Wilts & Dorset MPD 3327 (HW54 BUY) is seen in Endless Street, Salisbury, on 
7 November 2013. This bus was new to Southern Vectis and transferred within 
Go-South Coast to Wilts & Dorset. 


NIGEL APPLEFORD studies 
Creative Master Northcord’s 
Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis 
Dart MPD bus models. 

The shorter Mini Pointer Dart (MPD) 
derivative of the Dennis Dart SLF (Super 
Low Floor) was introduced in 1998, three 
years after the latter was first launched. 
The 8.8 metre-length MPD was targeted 
at the low floor minibus market which 
included models such as the Optare Solo. 

The MPD was deliberately designed to 
feel like a Tig bus’ rather than a mini or 
midibus and shared the revised Pointer 2 
body introduced for the Dart SLF in 1997. 
Power came from the Cummins B series 
4-cylinder 3.9 litre engine and it normally 
seated 28 or 29 passengers. Vehicles 
were initially badged as Dennis/Plaxton 
products, then TransBus International 
(2000 to 2004) and, from 2004, as 
Alexander Dennis (more details of the 
ownership changes can be found in the 
November 2018 issue’s Model Page). 

The single-door Pointer 2 body was 
initially built at Plaxton’s Scarborough 


factory before production moved to 
Alexander’s Falkirk plant during TransBus 
International’s ownership. Despite 
advancing years, a number of these buses 
may still be seen on the UK’s roads 
although several larger operators are 
actively replacing their MPDs with newer 
vehicles. 


THE MODELS 

Creative Master Northcord Limited 
(CMNL) was a subsidiary of Creative 
Master Limited of Kowloon, Hong 
Kong, which manufactured a large range 
of products in diecast metal and other 
mediums from a factory in the People’s 
Republic of China. CMNL was created 
to primarily manufacture 1:76 scale bus 
models and was recognised for its high 
degree of detail and accuracy - prices 
were on a par with other manufacturers 
despite the higher model specifications 

The first models appeared during 2002 
and their high quality continued through 
subsequent releases until 2011 when 
CMNL abruptly ceased trading. A new 
company, Northcord Model Company 
(NMC) has since appeared but no further 
MPD models have been issued. 

The CMNL model passes the ‘does 
it look like the actual bus?’ test as it has 
captured the simple boxy shape of the 
Pointer 2 body very well indeed. It scales 
to approximately 28ft bins length, 7ft bins 
width and 9ft ins height which I believe to 
be reasonably accurate. 

The body shell is diecast in a single 
piece while the chassis is a one-piece 
plastic moulding displaying engine and 
ancillaries in partial relief, which is 
unfortunately normally unseen. The model 
is assumed to be held together by glue as 
there are no visible metal poles - it appears 
that gently levering off the front is the 
first step towards dismantling this model 
should you feel the need to. Front and rear 
blind displays are behind clear glazing, a 
major advantage over most EFE and OOC 


FLEETLIST - CREATIVE MASTER NORTHCORD LTD (CMNL) 4mm 1 

1:76 SCALE 

UK BUS 3000 Series; Dennis Dart - Plaxton Pointer 


Ref 

Identity 

Released 

0016 

Stagecoach in Merseyside 34215 (W2I5 DNO). Certificated Run of 1,100 



(Code 2, issued as part of the Commissioned Release series) 

Aug 2007 

3001 

Cardiff Bus 188 (CE02 UUG). Certificated Run of 2,500 

Feb 2004 

3002 

First Cymru 43840 (SN53 ETE). Certificated Run of 1,800 

Sep 2004 

3003 

Metroline DLMI60 (YI5I NLK). Certificated Run of 1,800 

Jun 2004 

3004* 

Stagecoach London 34375 (LV52 HGN) 

Oct 2004 

3004* 

Stagecoach Western 33088 (T35 VCS) 

Oct 2004 

3005 

Solent Blue Line 582 (SN03 LDU). Certificated Run of 1,800 

Aug 2004 

3006 

London Central LDPI42 (Y842 TGH). Certificated Run of 1,800 

Jan 2005 

3007 

Go North East 574 (NK53 TMZ). Certificated Run of 1,800 

Oct 2004 

3008 

London United DPK6I6 (LG02 FEX). Certificated Run of 1,800 

Nov 2004 

3009 

Southern Vectis 300 (HW52 EPX). Certificated Run of 1,700 

Apr 2005 

3010/It 

Bluebird 27 (MP04 BLU). Destination: 278 Trafford Park Hospital, Certificated Run of 60 

Feb 2005 

3010/2 

Bluebird 27 (MP04 BLU). Destination: 112 Manchester City Centre, Certificated Run of 1,540 

Feb 2005 

3011 

Blackburn Transport 652 (V652 HEC). Certificated Run of 1,600 

Jan 2005 

3012 

Avondale Coaches SN03 LFV. Strathclyde PTE livery. Certificated Run of 1,600 

Feb 2005 

3013 

East Yorkshire 495 (YX04JVY). Certificated Run of 1,600 

May 2005 

3014* 

Arriva London PDL85 (LF52 USC) 

Aug 2005 

3014* 

Arriva Southern Counties 1608 (GN04 UCY) 

Aug 2005 

3015 

Bus Eireann DPCIlO (02-D-18257). Certificated Run of 2,000 

Aug 2005 

3016 

Metrobus 287 (SN03 YCL). Certificated Run of 1,700 

Jul 2005 

3017 

Brighton & Hove 247 (X347 YGU). Certificated Run of 1,600 

Sep 2005 

3018 

Wight Bus 5863 (HW54 DBZ). Certificated Run of 1,100 

Nov 2005 

3019 

Plymouth 203 (WA03 BJF). Park & Ride livery. Certificated Run of 1,700 

Dec 2005 

3020 

Southern Vectis 301 (HW54 BTU). Certificated Run of 1,700 

Jan 2006 

3021 

Stagecoach Manchester 33098 (MX04 AXN). Certificated Run of 1,400 

Mar 2006 

3022 

Surrey Connect YT5I EAJ. Certificated Run of 1,400 

Mar 2006 

3023 

First Devon & Cornwall 40002 (S764 RNE). Tamar Link livery. Certificated Run of 1,400 

Jul 2006 

3024 

Travel London DP32 (BU05 HFM). Certificated Run of 1,500 

Jul 2006 

3025 

Travel London West DPI (LJ56 ONH). Certificated Run of 1,600 

Mar 2007 

3026 

First Hampshire & Dorset 43847 (SN55 CXJ). Certificated Run of 1,600 

Apr 2007 

3027 

Solent Blue Line 577 (SN03 ECC). Red Rocket livery. Certificated Run of 1,400 

May 2007 

3028 

Plymouth Citybus 203 (X203 CDV). Certificated Run of 1,100 

Aug 2007 

3029 

Southern Vectis 316 (SN03 LDU). Certificated Run of 1,100 

Dec 2007 

3030 

Go North East 606 (NK54 NUB). Doxford Clipper livery. Certificated Run of 1,000 

May 2009 

3031 

Cardiff Bus 193 (CE02 UUM). Run of 888 (stamped on plinth) 

Feb 2010 

Two further releases were announced but not issued: 


3032 

Stagecoach Ribble 702 {W702 6FV) 


3033 

Thamesdown Transport 102 (KE53 VDY) 


* Models only issued in two bus sets, in both cases there was a certificated run of 1,300. 


t AlthoL 

igh only 66 models were released, this was a Code 1 model. 
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LDPI42 (Y842 TGH) was one of a batch of MPDs delivered to 
London Central for the C10 route which experienced traffic 
issues around Pimlico. They had a powered wheelchair ramp 
and space for one wheelchair. The model features top-sliding 
window ventilators rather than the usual hoppers. 


Go North East took delivery of 26 TransBus International MPD 
in the latter part of 2003. The MPD was the standard minibus 
choice for the company and this example, 574 (NK53 TMZ), 
worked from Chester-le-Street. 



Below: Manchester independent Bluebird of Middleton operated 
several MPDs, achieving a 100% DDA compliant fleet with an 
average age of less than six years. This model of Bluebird 27 
(MP04 BLU) was with two alternative destinations. 



Left: Southern Vectis has been a 
popular choice for CMNL with no 
less than three models released in 
the various liveries carried by its 
MPDs. Here are two: 316 (SN03 
LDU) in the later Go-Ahead 
green livery and 300 (HW52 EPX) 
in the blue Sgraffiti’ livery. 300 
was a single bus ordered to meet 
demand and for evaluation - 14 
more MPDs arrived in 2005 as 
Iveco minibus replacements. A 
model of 316 was also released 
in Solent Blue Line livery; it 
was delivered there in 2003 and 
transferred to Southern Vectis in 
September 2006. 



Above: Avondale Coaches of Clydebank MPD SN03 LFV was 
used on a Dial-a-Bus service in North Ayrshire contracted by 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport Executive. 



East Yorkshire Motor Services used a fleet of MPDs throughout 
its network on rural and urban services. This example, 495 
(YX04 JVY), was supplied in all-over white from dealer stock 
and later repainted in red & cream livery. EYMS was sold to its 
management team in 1987, in time leaving Peter Shipp as sole 
owner. The company was sold to the Go-Ahead Group in 2017. 


Below: Brighton & Hove acquired a pair of three-year-old MPDs 
from fellow Go-Ahead Group subsidiary Metrobus in 2003. 
They were mainly used on the 56 service (Patcham to Knoll 
Estate) where their manoeuvrability and access for mobility- 
restricted residents was appreciated. 
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Wight Bus was formed out of the Isle of Wight Council’s 
Country Bus Service to operate school routes and daytime 
journeys to remote parts of the Island. Southern Vectis revised 
its school bus network in March 2008 to include several Wight 
Bus school journeys; the Council discontinued the latter 
from September 2008 and closed the remaining Wight Bus 
operations on 2 September 2011. 



This MPD carries a very eye-catching livery for the ‘Tamar 
Link’ service operated by First Devon & Cornwall. The service 
resulted from an Urban Bus Challenge by Plymouth City 
Council, supported by Cornwall County Council and jointly 
funded by FirstGroup pic and the Department for Transport. 
This bus was new to Springfield Coaches of Wigan in 1999 and 
was one of two acquired by First in 2001. 


models. Another additional feature is a 
model engine behind an opening cover. 

The interior is single-coloured plastic 
with a black steering wheel and a full set 
of handrails picked out in an appropriate 
colour; the seats are basic but adequate. 
Plastic glazing is a single clear moulding 
with a representation of the bonded glazing 

- complete with printed opening windows 

- fitted from the inside. Windscreens even 


display tax and ownership discs. 

External mirrors of the correct pattern 
are also provided while windscreen wipers 
are separate metal fittings finished in 
black paint. The plastic wheels are very 
well detailed and feature rubber tyres. 
Livery rendition and printing are of an 
extremely high standard throughout. 

Packaging is a black plastic base with 
clear plastic sleeve and card outer. Models 


are held to the base by plastic studs; easy 
to remove but considerably more difficult 
to replace. 

This is an excellent model of a modern 
bus with no visible failings. Examples can 
still be found, often at quite reasonable 
prices, despite the model being out of 
production for some time. It is a great 
shame we are unlikely to see any further 
releases. 




Above: This Travel London bus is a model of its DP32 (BU05 
HFM), one of nine MPDs delivered to Battersea garage in 2005 
for Route Cl (Victoria - High Street, Kensington) as Optare 
Solo replacements. The model incidentally carries a large 
fleetnumber on its roof. 

Below: Go-Ahead Group’s Solent Blue Line subsidiary 
reinvented its Eastleigh network as ‘Red Rocket’ in autumn 
2006. Best Impressions was commissioned to develop the 
livery applied to ten of the company’s MPDs; the decoration 
extending to the interiors as well. 



First Hampshire 43847 (SN55 CKJ) was one of four Alexander 
Dennis MPDs route branded for a service between Southampton 
City Centre and Hamble, operated as a partnership with First, 
Eastleigh Borough Council and Hampshire County Council. The 
window printing on this and the Tamar Link bus is well executed. 



Eight MPDs were painted in this silver livery for Sunderland 
routes 28-29, linking Hylton Castle with Doxford International 
Business Park. The Darts came in two batches of four, this model 
represents 606 (NK54 NUB) which also has a full rear destination 
with the registration plate moved to the bumper. Unfortunately 
the silver paint on the roof has a couple of wavy patches. 
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Free Festive Open Day 
Sun 9th December 

FREE Bus rides, See santa in his grotto, 
Fundraising Stalls, Tombola, Displays and 
refreshments 


Nultingham 
I icQ* j 


Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity. 
The Heritage Bus Depot. Portland Road, 
Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF 10am - 4pm 

Soak up a little transport nostalgia ! 

Please use public transport or the NET tram to visit us 

enquiries @ nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 
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NICK LARKIN is truly shocked by one of the most unusual bus workings 
in London of recent times and pays tribute to South Shields. 


QUEEN MARY 
AMAZEMENT 

In the 1980s, an actor in bad 
1940s movies was elected 
American president. I could get 
my mind round that. 

In the 1990s, people on mass 
bought computers and used a 
thing called the Worldwide Web. 
The Spice Girls became popular. 
All strange, but I could cope. 

In January 2009 the last 
branch of Woolworths, 
seemingly an immovable pillar 
of UK retail heaven from 
my pick and mix chomping 
childhood ceased trading. Sad, 
but I was okay about it. 

But on 7 November 2018, 
former Southdown ‘Queen 
Mary’ Leyland Titan PD3/4 BUF 
272C was used in service on 
Transport for London route 25. 
The very BUF 272C I managed 
to save from going for scrap and 
owned twice in the 1990s and 
early 2000s. Now how was I 
expected to deal with that? 

The Titan had, after leaving 
Southdown, enjoyed a second 
career with Confidence of 
Leicester until. I’m told, 1995, 
when it was acquired for 
the ill-fated Peakbus fleet in 
Chesterfield. And there I saw 


the bus, looking extremely 
down-at-heel with an insecure 
future in faded Confidence 
livery, at Peakbus’s yard. 

A ‘Queen Mary’ should 
never have to be committed for 
scrap and so it was acquired. 
Luckily, a few seats were 
available to slightly improve the 
vehicle’s interior and classic 
car insurance broker Firebond, 
whose managing director Dave 
Hinks I knew well, was looking 
for a promotional vehicle and 
were happy to take BUF 272C 
on and not hack it around. 

A repaint was needed though, 
and I was asked to suggest a 
suitable colour scheme: ‘Er, how 
about apple green?’, I suggested. 
So there it was, a ‘Queen Mary’ 
back in Southdown hues. 

I occasionally took the bus 
to events and even ferried 
Firebond staff on an Election 
Night outing in 1997. Eventually 
Firebond decided to part with 
the vehicle and I reacquired it, 
keeping the Firebond decals on 
it for a while as part of the deal. 

The bus took part in the 
1999 Worthing Rally and 
attended other events, being 
driven annually to the East of 
England Showground as static 


accommodation for security 
staff at the British Motorcycle 
Federation Rally. It was also 
used for seaside trips to raise 
funds for Deafblind UK and 
other organisations. 

But in 2006 I received an 
offer for the vehicle from a 
Cambridgeshire operator which 
previously ran sister BUF 260C 
and was able to have BUF 272C 
repainted and other work 
carried out, which I wasn’t. It 
would be far better for the bus 
if I let it go, I thought. 

More recently 272 was 
acquired by Seaford & District 
and returned to PCV service 
as part of its heritage fleet. 
Hence when extra buses were 
required during the tube strike 
on 7 November, BUF 272C 
was among some 25 ‘heritage’ 
vehicles used. 

I was dumfounded by the 
photos, kindly supplied by 
Thomas Drake, of 272 in action, 
especially at Stratford Bus 
Station. All that multi-billion- 
pound Olympic development, 
then this! 

Seaford & District also 
supplied ‘Panoramic’ HCD347E 
and Willowbrook-bodied 
Leyland Leopard, OKO 8I6G. 


Opposite page, top: BUF takes 
a rest at Ilford High Street. 

Centre left: HCD 347E also got a 
look-in! Both: THOMAS DRAKE 

Centre right: BUF 272C 
returned to apple green 
and cream when owned by 
Firebond. 

Bottom left: The ‘Queen Mary* 
was used for charity work 
in the early 2000s. Here 
it is taking a party from 
Peterborough for a fundraising 
day out in Hunstanton! 

Bottom right: A historic picture 
of BUF in a Chesterfield yard 
following negotiations to save 
it. Still wearing Confidence 
livery, it is seen with another 
former vehicle from that 
operator, ex-Leicester Metro- 
Cammell- bodied Leyland 
Titan PD3 GRY 55D, which 
was exported to Holland. 

All: NICK LARKIN 

Said Seaford & District 
managing director David 
Mulpeter: ‘We’ve provided rail 
replacement vehicles in London 
before, but this was an unusual 
request. We were happy to 
oblige, and the buses performed 
superbly.’ 

This year’s tube strikes 
have seen some extraordinary 
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workings of historic vehicles as 
service extras, with Ensignbus 
coordinating operations. Many 
vehicles from its own heritage 
fleet have been used in service, 
not least 1940 AEC RT8 (FXT 


183) in full wartime guise. 

Or how about the only 
known example of a heritage 
vehicle on a night bus route, the 
London Bus Company’s Daimler 
Fleetline XFI (CUV5IC)? 


Hang on, did we just 
mention HCD 347E? Yup, 
another‘Queen Mary’! Now 
this one was rescued from a 
Barnsley breaker following a 
British Bus Preservation Group 


appeal in the 1990s before 
being superbly restored by Eric 
Stobart. 

‘Queen Marys’ on London 
route 25. We’ve seen some 
things, but... 
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SOUTH SHIELDS 
SPOTTING 

We didn’t know so much 
I tory has survived wars, 
deregulation and even threat 
|Df demolition at Stagecoach 
pusways’ South Shields depot 
Thanks so much to Rob 
Davidson for supplying the 


pictures showing tramlines 
still firmly in place from a 
system abandoned in 1946. 
Also present is the original 
plaque from the opening of 
the ‘Tramways Committee 
Car Depot’ by the Mayor from 
1905-6, Cllr WL Robertson. 
Interestingly the Borough 


Engineer, SE Burgess, had the 
initials M.I.C.E behind his name 
as a Member of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. Municipal 
tramway operation began in 
1905, buses from 1914 and 
trolleybuses were operated 
between 1936 and 1964. 

Daimler was a favoured 
motorbus marque, including rare 
forward entrance COG5s in the 
1930s. South Shields went on to 
have the largest fleet of Daimler 
CCG6s, one of which, LCD 112, 
still survives at the depot. 

South Shields was absorbed 
into Tyneside PTE in 1970, 
which became Tyne & Wear 
PTE in 1974, the bus operations 
of which became Busways post¬ 
deregulation. 



Above: Stagecoach South 
Shields depot is more than 110 
years old; a commemorative 
plaque inside recalls past 
councillors and officers; there 
are still tram tracks in place at 
the depot. ALL: ROB DAVIDSON 

Left: South Shields acquired 
forward entrance Daimler 
COGSs before the war, and 
this lucky shot captures both 
1939 deliveries at the depot. 
Strangely, CU 4413 has Roe 
H3I/25F bodywork, but CU 
4414 was delivered with 
Weymann H29/26F body; 
a new body from the same 
manufacturer was fitted after 
the bus was damaged in a 1941 
air raid. Both buses were sold 
to a dealer in 1959. 

NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 

Bottom: These pictures feature 
examples of South Shields’s 
Daimler CCGSs, by then in 
Tyne & Wear PTE livery, all 
of which were delivered 1964 
with Roe bodywork. LCU 112 
survives in preservation. 

NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 
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Buses and coaches for sale II 

Buses and coaches wanted II 

Groups II 

Bus and coach parts for sale II 

Bus and coach parts wanted III 

Restoration services III 

Information wanted V 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale V 

Models for sale VI 

Models wanted VI 

Photographs wanted VI 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale VI 

Events VI 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 

Announcements 

Assistance available 

Assistance/information wanted 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Buses and coaches for hire 

Business for sale 

Heritage bus services/tours 

Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 

Museums 

Obituary 

Photographs for sale 
Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage/workshop facilities 
Storage wanted 



UEHICLE:: 

DETFlILS:: 

coiiTRCT:: 


1988 Volvo BIOM/Van Hool Alizee SH. 

Class 6 MoT to February 2019. Acquired for preservation direct from service 
early-2018. £2,500 or offers. NB: This vehicle has now been SOLD! 

Alex and Gabriele Cunningham, E-mail: alexandercunninghaml8@yahoo.de. 


HDUFRTISIHG RhTES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


TF:RDE FIDUERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 


e-nnail: presbusps2@btinternet.conn 


































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 



Dominant II or Supreme-bodied coach wanted for preservation. 
South Wales connection would be nice, but anything considered. Call 
Stuart: 01874 622243 (08.00-18.00 only). 

Bristol/ECW or AEC Reliance single-deck bus or coach. Any model 
considered but must be in good condition. Please contact: 011 4230 
4691, 07870 180276 or sutlink@btinternet.com. 

Metrorider or a Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis Dart. Anything 
considered. Contact: plymouthanddistrictcoaches@aol.com. 


GROUPS 


Opportunity to join Bristol VRT preservation group in the 

Wessex area attending rallies in the south of England. John: 07776 137673 


1974 Leyland National Greenway (HLZ 4439) - rebuilt to present 
style by East Lancs in 1994. Historic Vehicle - Tax and MoT exempt. 
Currently taxed until June 2019. £1,600 OVNO. Contact Malcolm on 
01255 475677 



1934 AEC Regent OD 7497. Cream/red open-top bus. Very good 
condition. Class 6 MoT. 8.8 litre diesel engine. Ill health forces sale. 
POA. Contact: 01803 813416 or 07831 481863. 


1961 Bristol FS5G 1117 PW. Chassis No 178007. Gardner Engine. 
20,000euros. Contact: jo.alen@hotmail.com. 



Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


Ten 24-volt wiper motors numbered 2101-10. Phone Mr K. Bott 
(South Yorkshire Transport Museum): 01709 364950 (18.00-21.00 only). 

Do you need 1930s moquette? A group of preservationists are 
joining together to order moquette typically used by Maidstone & 
District and other operators in the 1930s based on Holdsworth’s 
pattern BDCD 7871, sometimes 
called ‘1930s geometric’. We need to 
meet a minimum order requirement 
and those who join us at the time 
of ordering can take advantage of 
purchasing at cost price. For further 
details, please contact Paul Baker at: 
pr.baker@btconnect.com. 

Leyland 0.680 service manual and parts list, published 1961. Good, 
clean condition, some marks where it has been used. £20 plus postage. 
Terry Britton: tandmbritton@outlook.com or tel: 07808 929889. 



RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 





2018 reissue of 1960s Holdsworth 
design available ex stock. 

Orientation: floor to ceiling seen 
here. Width: 127cm. 

Special offer until February 2019: 
factory cost price of £675 per 
25m roll (VAT paid). 

Delivery: free within Great Britain. 

Price will increase afterwards, 
when storage charges affect me. 

Please contact MarkTelfer: 


EB?:;; : aar 

01704 564920 / 07767 290924 mdrk@telstarsolutions.co.uk 
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Classic and Vintage Conunercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 121435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 



BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Destination blind for Gash Daimler DD2. Contact Mike Gallagher 
(LVVS) 01522 722705, 07776 041076 or E-mail: mdg2l3l@gmail.com. 


Roof vent for a 1970 dual-purpose Northern Counties-bodied Leyland 
leopard. Please contact 07775 428110. 




ESERVATIOI 


FOR TRADE ADVER TISING 

Call Sandra on 

024 76616930 

or send an e-mail to: 

presbusps2@btinternet.com ,,,, | * 

» g a : 

fL ,*" J» 




RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail marki969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


LET US SELL 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our Job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 


Telephone: 

01291 689361 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail .com 


YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Spedalist Repairs & Resprays 

• We Have an Extensive Range 


of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations 

Available to Order 

• Custom Renovations 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 


Staff Provide Both Impartial 

• Insurance Approved 

and Friendly Advice 

Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail; cobusuk@btconnect.com 
































INFORMATION WANTED 


Help needed with information and views of the following ex- 
Rawtenstall/Rossendale vehicles: PD2 No 8 KTE 728 on the 
TransPennine run in 1970. Does anybody know the owner and what 
happened to it after the rally? PD3 No 39 XTJ 939D at the Dean Forest 
Railway rally in 1998/99 in a brown/orange livery or at Guide Friday in 
Stratford-Upon-Avon. Bristol RE JDK 911P with its various subsequent 
operators, Smith & Dark, Perry Bromyard, Loffy, Appleton Shepperton 
(Timetrak). Details please to G. S. Young 560 Burnley Road East 
Whitewell Bottom Rossendale BB4 9LB, fte630b@yahoo.co.uk 


Buses magazines. December 1976-current (1993-2017 are in blue 
Buses binders. April 1992 copy is missing. Storage space required. 
Collect from Hertford. Offers to Graham: 07973 272659 or E-mail: 
chickenmaxi @ntlworld.com 

Offers are welcome for the following publications and books: 

LOTS TLB No 389 (January 1997) to present day. Classic Bus No I to 
present day, all in binders. RT-The Story of a London Bus published by 
Capital Transport. The STLs published by Capital Transport. London 
Bus Garages since 1948 published by Ian Allan. Contact Derek: 01322 
224240 or E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Books Magazines and DVDs. Contact: Derek 01322 224240 or 
E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 




The Years Between 1909- 1969: Volume I 
The National Story to 1929, Volume 2 The Eastern 
National Story from 1930, Volume 3 The Western 
National & Southern National Story from 1929. By 
RJ Crawley, DR MacGregor & FD Simpson. £25 
the set of three. The Little Red Book 2000, 

£2. All hard back in good condition, can post at 
additional cost or collect from Great Shelford, 
Cambs. Tel: John Wakefield 01223 843802 


Buses magazine. 539 issues from January 1973 to December 2017 
(Nos 214 - 753). All in good condition. £50 or offers. Collection only 
from Ashtead, Surrey. Contact: geoffthebus@yahoo.com. 


Classic Bus Magazine. Full Set from issue No. I (Oct/Nov 1992) to 
issue No. 80 (Dec 05/Jan 06) in seven maroon Cordex binders. All in 
very good condition. £25. Buyer to collect or arrange transport from 
Chichester area. Enquiries: Graham Parnell 01243 544096 
email: grahamandjill@waitrose.com 


Several hundred magazines: Buses in Preservation; Classic 
Bus; Vintage Roadscene; Heritage Commercials; Classic & Vintage 
Commercials. Need space, so three for a £1, even cheaper for larger 
orders. Richard: 01842-819969 


LOTS (London Omnibus Traction Society) monthly 
magazines. August 1979-December 1988/January 1993 to current. 
Collect from Hertford. Offers to Graham: 07973 272659 or E-mail: 
chickenmaxi @ntlworld.com. 

Modern Tramways & Light Railway Review 1962 to 1967, 

Buses Extra June 1986 to September 1992, Classic Bus October 
1992 to July 2016, Preserved Bus Spring 1998 to April 2001, Bus & 
Coach Preservation May 1998 to December 2016, Buses January 1966 
to December 2016. Contact Mrs Rolley: 01296 730446 or E-mail: 
wendyrolley53@btinternet.com 



PROVINOAL 

BUSaiRAMAL&Uf/, 


NOSFOtK 

BUSES 


Buses In Essex The 1960s and 1970s author David Christie, 

96 unmarked pages, pub. 2017, great colour photos throughout, 

£5.75, brand new condition; Midland Red Buses. Bradford Barton 
hardback, 96 clean pages, excellent condition. £4.25; Norfolk Buses 
by John Law. 96 unmarked pages, great colour & b/w photos, 
published 2016, £4.95. As new condition. Provincial Bus & Tram 
Album by J Joyce. Hardback plus dustcover,l28 clean pages, great 
b/w photos, VGC, £4.50. Tel: Mr Clarke 07399 359072. 


Annuals, Books, Magazines Photographs Buses & Coaches 
1930s to 1980s. Lists and prices on request. Please E-mail: 
stephenmalkinsonl957@gmail.com. 



(Plus £1 
P&P each) 


perfect for 

^^CFiRlSTMAS, 




pyBLTSHTTiJf 

WORKi 



FROM BOWDEN PUBLISHING 



All are available post free from: 

Bowden Publishing, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BR1 3ELI. 
Payment by cheque to Bowden Publishing please. 
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MODELS FOR SALE 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


OM41104. OOC 1:76 Leyland Titan PD3/East Lancs. Stockport 
Corporation No 93 (MJA 893G). £25. Contact: Dave 07968 659967. 

Glasgow Leyland TDI, Glasgow BUT Trolleybus, Oxford 36’ 
Reliance, Maidstone & District 36’ Reliance. All £10 each. Contact: Mr 
Kain 01708 372351. 


SIMMONS 

TRTTCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES 8c TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUS 


WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
800 ITEMS FOR SALE 


Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 



Pictures of the following Bedford J2 Plaxton Embassys EXS 

569F: New to SMT Glasgow, Pattison, Paisley; then Wilkinson, 
Gateshead; Sowerby, Gilsiand nr Carlisle; Tom Jackson, Blackpool Line, 
St Annes. PVV 888J: New to Country Lion, Northampton. 644 HAA: 
New to Cooke, Stoughton; then Safeguard, Guildford; Wilkinson, 
Kettlewell. Please call Steve on 07721 377720 / 01424 756010 Email 
dinel066@outlook.com 

Colour views of Rawtenstall Corporation 1947 Alexander-bodied 
Leyland PDIA buses Nos 38-40 (GTD 501-503) to complete my 
collection of colour views of each batch of the operator’s post-war 
vehicles. I would also like any views of them after 1964 with building 
contractors MacKenzie & Partners in the Glasgow area. 

Also, any views of Rawtenstall vehicles with showmen or building 
contractors. Please contact: Gordon Young, 4 Higher Change Villas, 
Bacup, Lancashire OLI3 9UB. E-mail: fte630b@yahoo.co.uk. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 


London bus general arrangement drawings. Mainly 1:12 scale as 
supplied by LT engineering department and purchased many years ago. 
Most types plus a couple of trams. Offers please. Contact: dejane I @ 
btinternet.com. 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SUNDAY 9 DECEMBER 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day. Including 1940s 
Christmas displays. Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham 
S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & cafe open. Free hourly shuttle from 
Rotherham Interchange (Stand Cl) 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, 
concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. Details: 07852 298082, 
info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Santa’s Grotto & Vintage Bus Rides. 

10.30-16.30. Bus rides 11.30, 12.30 & 14.00. Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 


SATURDAY 15 DECEMBER 

Epsom & Ewell Transport Fair. Bourne Hall, Ewell KTI7 lUF. 
10.00-15.00. Details: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 
3EU (SAE please) or 07932 812268 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 15/16 DECEMBER 
St. Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport. Santa 
Weekend. The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 
Details: 01744 451681 or www.nwmort.co.uk 


SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER 

Oxford Bus Museum. Santa’s Grotto & Vintage Bus Rides. 

10.30-16.30. Bus rides 11.30, 12.30 & 14.00. Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 



TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call; 024 76616930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btintemet.com 



SATURDAY 29 DECEMBER 

Mid-Sussex Christmas Transport Fair. Clair Hall, Perrymount 
Road, Haywards Heath RHI6 3DN. 10.00-15.00. Details: Julian Bowden, 
21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 3EU (SAE please) or Telephone: 07932 
812268. 
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LLANDUDNO 

TOY & TRAIN FAIR 

THURSDAY 
2r" DECB\/IBER2018 

VENUE CYMRU 

THE PROMENADE 
LLANDUDNO, NORTH WALES 
LL30 1BB 

10.30 am to 3.30pm Entrance £2.50 

Refreshment facilities avaiiabie 
Disabied Friendiy Venue 


Llandudno Transport Festival 

€^^01492 517004 

e-mail: vicci.rickettsltf(a)gmail.com 


24th ANNUAL RAIL/BUS 
COLLECTORS’ FAIR 

PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 
Saturday 12th January 2019 | io.ooam - 3.00pm 

The leading indoor event for all collectors of railway, bus, ship 
and aircraft memorabilia, books, photographs, tickets, 
paperwork, metalwork, railwayana etc. 



VENUE: 400 yards North of New Pudsey Railway Station. 
200 yards from the junction of the A6I20 Leeds Outer Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds and Bradford Road at ‘Dawson’s Corner’ 

Fair & Civic Hall Signposted | Ample Free Parking next to the Hall 

e-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 



STAINESTRANSPORT COLLECTORS FAIR 
SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2019 


HYTHE CENTRE,THORPE ROAD, STAINES,TWI8 3HD 
OPENING TIMES: 10.30- I5.30hrs 
ADMISSION: £3.00 



TRANSPORT RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE. 

HOT AND COLD REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE. 
FREE BUS SERVICE FROM STAINES RAILWAY STATION. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
JULIAN BOWDEN, 2I FORDE AVENUE, BROMLEY, BRI 3EU. 
(Tel: 07932 812268) 


SATURDAY 12 JANUARY 2019 

24th Annual Rail/Bus Collectors* Fair. Pudsey Civic Hall, Pudsey, 
near Leeds, LS28 5TA. I0.00-I5.00. Admission £2. Over lOO stalls 
selling all manner of transport collectables. Plenty of free parking 
adjacent to the hall. Venue 400 yards from New Pudsey railway station. 
Details: Barry Rennison, 0II3 236 3695 or rennison@cc-email.co.uk. 


SUNDAY 4 AUGUST 20I9 

Tinkers Park Bus Rally. A272, Hadlow Down, Uckfield, East Sussex 
TN22 4HS. 10.00-16.30. Admission £7, under-16s £2. Free bus service 
to and from site. Free car parking. Model railway show (at least 20 
layouts), narrow-gauge railway, traction engine trailer rides, transport- 
related stands, organ museum and on-site light refreshments. Details: 
wwwsouthdownnational.com or www.tinkerspark.com. 



Transport Auctions of London 




TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus £ Rail 

Signs <£ plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturdays 23 February & 29 June 2019 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

Now welcoming entries for our February sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 
enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 
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telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 
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hour 12 issues 

fortbepri^ . 
of 10 oBer- A 


POLES APART 


12 issues for the 
price of 10 when 
you subscribe 


Get a year’s 
subscription 

for only 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus <& Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £47.50 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2108 


Gift Subscription Detaiis (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Detaiis 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by emaii about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to iet us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you wiil find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.01.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b i t 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society: _ 
Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


— ■=t^- 






The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 




























































































































KRUSES YEARBCX>K 2019 



















Buses Yearbook is an annual 
publication from the team behind 
Buses Magazine. Long established, it 
has become one of the most anticipated 
releases in the enthusiast calendar. 
Edited by highly-respected author, 
Stewart J Brown, this 2019 edition 
includes a tried and tested mix of 
articles and photo-features, covering a 
wide range of road transport subjects. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 


DELAINE BUSES 

The story of one of Britain’s few surviving family-owned 
local bus service operators from the pre-deregulation era. 

LONDON’S COLOUEFUL BUSES 
There was a revolution in London in the late 1980s, 
when a new tendering regime saw multi-coloured buses 
challenge the supremacy of the red livery. 

ATLANTEANS, ARTICS AND ARROWS 

How First established its corporate image in Southampton. 

A NORTH YORICSHIRE HOLIDAY 

We travel back in time to 1971 for a summer holiday 

centred on Whitby. 

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

A road trip through both space and time in the USA and 
Canada. 

AND MUCH MORE! 



ORDER 

Z PLUS FREE P&P* 

_ DIRECT _ 

’•■Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO 
orders. Overseas charges apply. 


792/18 


Alternatively, you can purchase your copy from selected 


W^Smith 


stores 


oRDERONLiNE www.keypublishing.coiTi/shop 


"^Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & 
BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply. 


OR CALL UK: 01780 480404 - Overseas: +44 1780 480404 Monday to Friday 9 am- 5 : 30 pm 


fa ■ 
































